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BIRTH. | 


On the 13th May, at 26, the Bund, Shanghai, 
the wife of J. D. Swart, of a son, 


MARRIAGES 
On the LIth April, at Durban, F. W. Mircre LL, 
son of late F. W. Mitcuen, of the Hongkong 
and -hangbai Bank, to Amy Squire. 
On the 10th May, at Holy Trinity Cathedral, 
Shanghai, by the Kev. A. J. Walker, A. L. Mauve 


SHort, of Sherbrooke. ('anada, to M.D). J. Brapy, 
Nentsin. 


DEATHS. 


On the 8th April, at 67, S. Helen's Road, Hast- 
ivgs, Janz B. Broangent (née Bites), wife of 
Jats F. BRoADBENT. 


On the Sth May, at 17, Love Lane, Shanghai, 
Avsret Rearnavo, infant son of ALBERT WILLIAM 
and Karwagins Burgin. 


On the 5th May, at 14, Bubbling Well Road, 
Shanghai, Epmunp Henry Gere Boorn, third 
surviving son of the late Hznry Gorr Boorg, 
second son of Sir Ropert NEwcomEn Gore 
Boorn, third Baronet, of Finadell Co., Sligo, 
Ireland, aged £8 years. 


On the 5th May, at 22, Miller Road, Shanghai, 
Rurus F. East: acx, aged U9 years, 

On the lth May, at the Government Civil 
Hospital, Wittiam Ratpu Sgyvour, Junior As- 
sistant Master at Queen's College, aged 31 years. 
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HONGKONG UFFice: 14, Des Veux Roan Ci, 
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ARRIVAL OF MAILS. 


The English Mail of the 92nd April arrived, 


echly Press 


Report, 


HONGKONG, SATURDAY, 2let MAY, 1904. 


EPITOME OF THE WEEK. 


- The war news of the week has been of a most 
exciting and varied character. For the first 
{ime we regret to have serious Japanese naval 
losses to record. On the 14th inst. the cruiser 
Miyako touched a mine near Talienwan and 
blew up. Then, after some wild reports about 
losses of several Japanese warships, the news 
reached Hongkong through an official despatch 
to the Japanese Consul yesterday morning 
stating for certain that the battleship Hatsuse 
10 miles south-eest of Laotishan promontory 
on the 15th iust, struck a Russian mechanical 
mine and sank. Tho Japanese cruisers saved 
300 of the Hatsuse’x crew, including Rear- 
Admiral Nashiba. Further, the despatch added 


that the cruiser Yoshino in a deep fog off 


and sunk by the Kasuga, 90 of |the crew being 
saved. Thus in two days Japatlost a battle- 
ship and two cruisers. On land, on the other 


Shantung promontory tha it he was struck 


hand, a severe blow has been struck at the 


' Russians: Newchwang has been captured, Port 


Arthur is completely isolated, and it is reported 


: from Russian sources that the retreat on Harbin 


has been prevented. A Japanese force is said 
‘o have appeared north of Moukden, and a 
Nussian retirement was contemplated; but 
Japan may have intercepted it. Great develop- 


i ments are now looked for on land. 


It is officially nctified that China has in- 
structed her representatives to assore tlie Powers 
that, come what may, she intends strictly to 


; adhere to neutrality. 


The Emperor of China is reported to have 
been ailing lately. and the Empress Dowager 
hag ordered him to rest. and two Court 
physicians to attend him. 


The Russian Red Cross Society has received 
a telegram from its principal representative in 
the Far East testifying to the Japanese care of 
the Russian wounded at the Yalu. 

General Pflug telegraphs that the Japinese 
advance to Liaoyang is characterised by indeci- 
sion. He supposes the objective of the principal 
Jia: anesy forces is a point beyond Haicheng. It 
is intersting to compare facts above stated. 


Reuter’s correspgndent at Gyangtse wired on 
the 13th instant that the Lamas were preaching 
a ‘“* Holy War” against the British. Our 
London correspondent telegraphed on the 18th 
that {he Tibetan forces opposing the British 
Mission are receiving reinforcements, including 
two big guns. 


The two Japanese executed at Harbin for 


pér the steamer Coromandel, on Thursday the- 


19th inst. . 


officers at all, but they were patriots, says a 
Japanese paper. Yokokawa Seizo was an 
adventurous sceh?, and Oki Teisuke was a 
teacher of Japanese at Peking, who joined the 
“ Red-beards” at the beginning of the war. 


trying to destroy a bridge were not army ! 


No. 21 


It is telegraphed from Paris that M. Doumer, 
President of the Budget Committee, in a speech 
at a banquet this week, strongly condemned the 
questionable attitude of some Frenchmen tow- 
ards the Russian al'iance. He said it was 
impossible for France to side with “yellows” 


in @ struggle between Western and Eastern 
civilisations. . 


The Times of Ceylon states that Mr. H. C. 
Nicolle, Local Auditor here until a few months 
asco, is to beappointed Treasurer of Ceylon, onthe 
retirement of the Hon. H. Cameron. who goes 
on leave next month and retires three months | 
later. If this he so, Mr. Nicolle’s many Hong- 
kong friends will congratulate him heartily 
while regretting his loss to the Colony. 


L'Echo de Chine has a leading article by 
“X." in which the Russians are consoled for 
their defeats by being assured that they have all 
occurred through their undervaluing their 
enemy. This will now he remedied, and in his 
concluding paragraph * X.” warns the Japanese . 
what they have now to expect :—‘* The wounded — 
white bear will rise up again more terrible 
than ever, his fur bristling as he shakes off the 
few drops of blood which might stain his robe, 
and throws himself on his prey with little 
thought of pity as a slight irritation near his 
heart reminds him of the first bullet he 
received.” This extraordinary outburst will 
doubtless console Russia for all her losses. 


The following note of alarm is sounded in the 

P. and T. Times of the 30th ult :—Word reached 
Tientsin yesterday, 29th, from Taianfu, Shan- 
tung. giving information regarding a movement 
that is on foot in that vicinity. The secret 
societies have joined and formed,a union against 
the Government and against foreigners. The 
people are leaving their homes in the country 
for the cities where they believe it will be safer. 
Members of some Missions who should be start- 
ing up about now for the annual meeting in 
Peking. write that things are in such a condi- 
tion that they think it best to stand by their 
work and converts at present. This is the place 
and district where the Boxer movement began. 
and where Mr. Brooks was murdered. 


We received this week a visit from the Rev. 
Father F. R. Noval, of the Spanish Procuration, 
who asks us to point out, with reference to a 
statement the Giornale d'Italia, that it is not 
true that the Dominican monks have to leave 
the Philippines -as the result of the agreement 
between the United States and the Holy See.” 
There is no such agreement. There are still 
over 200 Dominican Fathers in the Philippines, 
they have still the College of S. Juan de Letran 
and the University of 8. Thomas in Manila, and 
are founding two new colleges at Cagayan and 
Pangasinan. The Dominicans, it is true; will 
have a new institution in Japan—probably after 
the war—but not because of expulsion from the 
Philippines. With regard to the much-abused 
« Friars,” itmay be pointed out that theex-Gover- 
norTaft’s most noted utterance about them wasas 


f 2 efscken : Petal 
: 22 more Chinese plague cases. 17 of them | follows:—“ When I first went to the Philippines, 
fatal, have been reported since our last week's | 1 knew I was among a people almost entirely 


issne, Apart from the 28 plague cases last 
week (26 fatal), the instances of communicable 
isease in the Colony were :—Enteric fever 
qd European imported from Shanghai, 1 
Japanese from Canton); smallpox 2 (Chinese, 
both fatal). 


i Catholic, and I quickly learned how much the 


Friars had done for the Filipinos. I have no 
hesitation in saying that the world is in these 
men's debt for Christianising and civilising 
those Malays, the only Malays ever converted 
to Christianity.” | ‘ 


THE WAR AND INTERNATIONAL 
POLITICS. 


(Daily Press, 17th May.) . 

Whautever we may think of the rights 
and wrongs of the present conflict in the 
Far East, in one respect the various nations 
in Europe must: 1uok upon it as a blessing, 
even if one in disguise. Till the actual 
outbreak of the'war it was held by most of 
the European authorities that, hostilities 
having once broken out between Russia and 
Japan, the interests involved were of so 
complicated a nature that they could not 
be confined to the limita of the Far Fast, 
but almost of necessity would kiudle the 
torch of baleful war throughout the plains 
of Continental Evrope itself. The fear and 
the dread of Rus ia, which, like the strange 
fascination said to proceed from the ser- 
pent'’s eycs when pursuing his fexthered 
prey, has been the ruling factor in Con- 
tiuental politics for the last quarter of a 
century, has apparently shown sume symp- 
toms of diminishing virulence, ard a dis- 
position to look on things as they really 
are has been conspicuous during the last 
few weeks. The altered position of affairs 
is well shown in the very different manner 
in which the disorders in the Balkan regions 
are being treated. At the beginning of the 
year the strange sight was witnessed of 
Rogsia and Austro-Hungary in apparent 
concord uniting to settle, by force: of arms 
if necessary, the discord prevailing in Bul- 
garin aud Macedonia. It was known to 
everyone that the main instigator of these 
troubles was Russia herself. It was alsw 

artectly well knowa that the German 
Goverment though solemaly talking in- 
difference, was inwardly licking its chops 
at the distant prospect of blood. Mure: 
than all this it was known that the quarry 
really aimed at by these two benevolent 
Powers was nothing less than the partition 
of their mutual friend and ally, Austria. 
The unnatural pact between the two Sta'es, 
Russia and Austro-Hungary, it was felt by 
all, was only undertaken by the latter 
Power in the interests of self-preservation ; 
yet of all this intrigue with its various plots 
and counterplot:, the diplomatic world was 
by a fiction supposed to be entirely. igno- 
rant. Ambassadors nodded and embraced, 
monarchs paid professional visits and spoke 
of the :armonies; wars and their possibili- 
tiea were subjects too vulgar to be discussed 
by the polite. The game of whist or casino 
went on apparently as merrily as if the 

arties were seated in the quiet shades of 

arnassus; yet after all the mail-clad 
spectre of war would obtrude itself un- 
asked into the quietest groves of the pre- 
teuded Elysium, and sometimes, even to 
the careless players themselves; strange 
visions of the yawning gulf beneath would 
unfold themselves. 

Now we do not intend to flatter our 
readers, nor ourselves, ty the assert on that 
all this unrest and carefulness was but the 
baseless fabric of a dreawn; for while it 
lasted it was very real indeed, none tle less 
real that it had never been formulated. 
When, some three years ago, without any 
apparent remonstrance from the British 
Government, approaches commenced to be 
made between the French and Italian 
Governments on the basis of both being 
Latin Powers, prophets of ill were not want- 
ing who.saw in the movement a direct 
menace to British interests, especially in tha 
Mediterr:nean ; better informed, the Govern. 
ment was content to stand by and wait 
developments, The rapprochement was 
really at the time rather instinctive than 
deliberately plauned; without exactly re- 
cognising the cause, both Powers felt that 

zs : 


a nn 


from the south.” 


he position was becoming explosive, ‘and 
both probably felt that their momentary 
lallies had other schemes in hand than were 
quite cons stent with their professions of 
disinterestedress. This feeling it was that 
gradually led Franc: to review her recent 
attitude towards England. England, it was 
itrue, had all along professed her desire to be 
on more neighbourly terms with France; 
but so had Germany and Russia. Certain 
little circumstances had lately come to light 
of Germany’s peculiar methods of aiding 
her allies, more especially Prince BrsmaRcK’s 
secret understanding with Russia about a 
possible partition of Austria, then her 
nominal ally. France, any more than Eng- 
land and Italy, could not but see in these 
flirtations a source of embarrassment, if not 
danger to herself, und the suspicions aroused 
were certainly not diminished when she saw 


Russia, her own special ally, without con- 


sulting her, entering into schemes for settling 
the ever vexed Balkan tangle. When, there- 
fore, it was unofficially suggested to France 
that some means could possibly. be found 
for settling some long outstanding disputes 
with England in which neither party was 
very deeply interested, and which both had 
at various times acknowledged were subjects 
on which either, withcut affecting their in- 
terests or prestige, could give way, France 
found that the psychic moment had arrived. 
The time was opportune, and, both sides 
yielding a little, an understanding emineut- 
ly satisfactory to both was soon arrived at, 
and the long outstauding grievances were 
quickly removed, and in Lord RoseBery’s 
words, both commenced with a clean slate. 

Meauwhile Russia had been pushing her 
pretensions in the Far East in such a man- 
ner and with such language that the 
Western Powers most interested in the 
great Eastern trade could not fail to see 
a challenge ; and this feeling of uneasiness 
was doubled by the evident acquiescence of 
(lermany, who, uuder pretence of an in- 
difference entirely coutrary to' her usual 
practice, professed not to see any danger in 
the advances of Russia, which had within 
the last two yeurs entirely aitered the 
relutions towards Europe of Eastern Asia, 
It is certain that, from whatever cause, the 
Infperial family of Germany are under some 
curious spell in their relations with Russia. ; 
we would scarcely like to stigmatise it as 
fear, but to all outward app-arance it very 
much resembles it. sf not fear, the snell 
must of course proceed from some equally 
unworthy source, On either sapposition we 
may account for the very marked change 
thut has come over the scene since the 
morning of the 10th February last. Ifthe 
feeling were attributalle to feur, the events 
of the last three months bave shown how 
slender was its foundation; if to other 
causes, the progress 0! events proves how little 
useful would be Russia’s assistance were 
Germany to be brought iuto hostile contact 
with the other Continental Powers. For- 
tunately both these conditions make for 
peace. Germany, now that she bas driven 
the other Continental Powers into the arms 
of England, is little likely of herself to seek 
a ground of quarrel, while Russia has shown 
such extreme unpreparedness in her fight 
with Japan that she is hardly likely to be 
accepted by the other as an eligible ally in 
her ambitions towards the empire of the 
world. 


The writer of “Topics for the Times " in the 
Shanghai Mer ury says:—“ As I write the 
weather is everything that could be desired 
for the opening of the cricket season. I hope 
to see some good new blood in both the senior 
clus. We have to recover certain ‘ashes ' 
Well, Hongkong will be 
quite ready when the weather permits, 
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PROGRESS OF THE WAR. 


. ——__—_+_____ 
‘(Daily Press, 18tli May.) 
The disaster suffered by the Japanese 


near Talienwan on Siturday, as announced - 


in our Kobe correspondent’s telegram and 
confirmed by the Japanese Consul’s des- 
patch, is the,severest blow to the Japanese 
fleet during more than three months of 
wirfare. No damage has been inflicted by 
the Russians at all equivalent to the sinking 
of the Miyako while destroving. Russian 
mines. Though the loss of life was little 
~—the total casualties were eight—much 
sympathy will be felt with Japan on the 
sinking of a modern and rapid, if small, 
cruiser. The incident well illustrates the 
enduring menace of submarine mines, even 
when their position is more or less known, 


as must have been the case on Faturday; - 


for the Japanese flotilla successfully found 
and destroyed five mines in all, though 
under the fire of a Russian battery. The 
catastrophe serves to remind us of what 
appears to be a grave danger to neutrals 
in northern waterd? We are told that the 
Russians have evacuated Newchwang, taking 


| away their guns, but leaving the mines in 


the Liao River. We have no indication 
whether the Japanese intend to occupy. 
Newchwang or not. If they do, of course 
they will find it incumbent to explode the 
mines, Butif they do not take the town, 
leaving it to revert to its proper position 
under Chinese control, we may well ask 
who is going to undertake the duty of 
rendering the river mouth safe for shipping. 
If this is not done, we shall see disasters 
overtaking merchantmen through touchiog 
hidden mines, and possibly serious loss of 
life and property. On land order will have: 
to be maintained either by some of Viceroy 
Yuan Sat-Kal’s troops, or possibly by 
detachments from foreign warships. But 
that question is fur more easily settled than 
that ns to how to give trading vessels 
security against the mines abandoned by 
the Russians. 

The general situation has been slowly 
but very markedly changing since the battle 
of the Yalv was fought. The exact point 
which the advancing Japanese have reached 
is pot known at the present moment, but 
telegrams received in Shanghai last week 
indicated that the Russians expected the 
enemy near Uaicheng very shortly, and 
indeed that their abandonment of ' New- 
chwang and its neighbourhood was prompt- 
ed by the drend of being cut off. The two 
Japanese armies seem now to be acting-in 
unison, the First‘ pressing on from Feng- 
hwangcheng throu 4 
and the Second advancing up the Man- 
churian railway to Tashihchiao, the junction 
of the lines to Port Arthur and New- 
chwang. The next battle may be expected 
to take place at Hnicheng, unless a retreat 


view of the danger of an outflanking move- 
ment by the Japanese First Army. Further 
south there is no longer any doubt of the 
investment of Port Arthur being complete, 
and though the Russians have not yet 
admitted that the fleet there is actually 
“ hottled up” it is to be noticed that not a 
sign of its existence has been given since 
the last Japanese attempt to close the har- 
bour mouth. Admiral Toco reported last 
week that explosions were continually being 
heard from Port Arthur, from which jt has 
been thought that the Russians are destroy- 
ing the remains of their imprisoned fleet. 
As for Dalny, it is said to have been com- 
pletely wrecked by the Russians, to prevent 
it heing of use to- Japan. If Port Arthur’s 
fall becomes inevitable, the same_ policy 
will most likely be adopted by its 


« 


the Motienling region,” 


to Liaoyang rather be thought advisable in . 
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desperate defenders, and the last trace 
of Russian occupation will then be removed 


from the Liaotung peninsula. Meanwhile, 


from the other side of the scene of war, on 
the eastern const of Corea, all is cur‘ously 
atill, The Vladivostock squadron has 
retired from view to its base, and ‘as to what 
the Japanese are doing or planning in the 
neighbourhood no news has come to hand 
for many days. The Westera operations 
apparently engfoss all Japan's attention. 


of the Japanese sclieme of war has been so 
skilfully secret that it would be most foolish 
to make any definite assertion as to where a 
blow will next he struck. 


ee tee 


HINA OVERLAND TRADE REPORT. 


Fs acorner with her finger in her mouth. 
| So far, then, no change has come over the 
mailitiry position, and the occupation of 
: Weihai is as much a matter of moment 
ag ever. Indeed it is probably more so, for 
; the retirement of Great Britain from so 
4 
‘would be followed up by the entrance of 
; some other and more enterprising Power. 
' We have had many instances of late of the 


Power like Russia.. Is Lord LanspowNeE 
(Sanguine enough to believe that Weihai 


BRITISH POLICY AT WEIBAIL. _would be vacant twenty-four hours after 
OO COO H 


(Daily Press 20th May.) 

True to that policy of drift and vacilla- 
tion which has been the curse of our inter- 
course with the East generally during the 
last forty years, the British Government is 
again-exhibiting the lassitude and want- of 
tone which has now become chronic. It is 
unpleasant to have to repeat the same story 
from years’ end to years’ end, yet no sooner 
has our Foreign Office, by exertions which 
it would fain have us to believe were super- 
buman, dragged us out of one difficnlty 
than immediately it almost seems to strive 
to get mixed up in another. Weknow the 
trouble with which the Government has 
been looking out both ways to obtain some 
quotable opinion which would appear to 
justify it io abandoning Weihai, and we 


also know the difficulties it has encountered - 


in its self-imposed and unpatriotic task. It 
has been lately whispered that in Sir 
Cypeian Brings it has at last found an 
Admiral willing to say soniething which can 
be alleged in detriment of the place; but as 
the strong condemnation which they have 
hinted at has not ever over Admiral 
Bripee’s signature been published, it is 
only reasonable to conclude that the pre- 
tended condemnation, doubtless written to 
order, and accompanied by so many condi- 
tions as to confute itself, is too dangerous 
an instrument to permit of its being 
published in full; aud to publish a portion 
would only excite worse suspicions. The 
fact of the matter is thet the more the pusi- 
tion and capabilities of Weilmi, whether as 
a military, political, or mercantile base, are 
taken into consideration, the more does the 


_ folly and madness of retiring impress itself 


on any unprejudiced observer. 

Weihai was occupied as a counterprise to 
Russia’s seizure of Pert Arthur ; opposition 
to her action was ostensibly withdrawn ‘in 
consequence of Russia’s declaration that 
she only intended to use it as the terminus 
of her Siberian Railway, and did not 
mean to fortify it. Well, Russia is still 
in Port Arthur; she has fortified it to 
render it, as she thought, at least impreg- 
nable. That Russia has gota little unpleasant 
foretaste of uu eventual surrender is probably 
true; but if she have, it was not through 
any activity on the part of the British 
Government, who s0 far from showing any 
evidence of activity,‘on the contrary went 
down on its knees beture Russia and 
Japan, begging the two in the mildest of 
language not to quarrel. It is always the 
unfortunate reeults of such undignified 
and old-womanlike conduct to inflame the 
passions it would appease, and the present 
ig nO exception, What would have been 
the result had our Government taken some 
more dignified action is of course impossible 
to say. One thing, however, cannot be 
called in question: the position could not 
have been worse than it is to-day, and 
Great Britain would not have-had to stand 


the British flag had been hauled down ? 
; Politically retirement would be tantamount 
ito declaring ourselves out of the game. 
Had we never occupied Weibai it would 
| under existing conditions be bad play to 
| accept it, even as a gift. Russia ig being 
| called to accouat for her misdeeds general- 
ily, and practically her existence as un 
empire is being questioned ;*it would he 
| manifestly impolitic still further to compli- 
cate the political tangle. For precisely the 
same reason it would be in the last degree 
impolitic to throw into the’arena another 
apple of discord. As the case stands, we 
hold Weihai: we can employ the influence 
its holding gives us in the Gulf of Pechili 
to useful purpose, not only in the general 
settlement of affairs which must shortly 
come about, but in the interest of China 
herself. China is not in a fit frame of mind 
to be trusted with edged tools; the Dowager 
Tsz’ at is still occupying the place of the 
legitimate Emperor, and the-Pulace ropes 
ave still being manipulated in an alien 
iiterest by the lussiun Minister at the 
chpital. Weihai and rngland have yet 
tei mission but half performed; is it a 

oment to entertain thoughts even of 
throwing up the sponge ? 

The. third reasun against retiring is to 
mercantile men, aud therefore in the eyes 
of most of our readers, the principal, and 
that ig the commercial. Weihai is ‘in 
North China the only spot where the 
benumbing influence of Sir Roser 
Hart and, we may add, of Sir James 
Mackay is not the law of the land. 
It affords the one bright spot where manu- 
facturing industry, and the growth of an 
export trade, are still possible in the interest 
of Chins herself; then, no less than in that 
of the world at large, our continuance at 
Weihai, not necessarily as a military base, 
has become a matter of moment. The 
nominal opening of ports, done fur the sole 
purpose of attracting provincial funds to 
the capital, there to be wasted, or, worse 
than wasted, used for the debauchery of the 
State, is the actuating motive in all these 
pretended reforms. The real depressing 
influences are still at work, and the only 
difference from former conditions is that 
whereas of old exactions on trade went into 
provincial treasuries, where the law of 
demand and supply put a practical limit 

suicidal tariffs, they are nowadays con- 
centrated in doctrinaire hands to whom 
killing taxation, provided only it be carried 
out by rule and compass, is a thing of joy 
and beauty. That there is a limit in each 
case beyond which increase of taxation 
positively reduces the collection, is a phase 
of political economy which has never entered 
into the heart of the Inspector-General to 
conceive. The lessons of the introduction 
of the cotton-spinning itidustry in Shanghai 
should show our Governmeut how essential 
in the interests of trade itis to have it 
unhampered by petty interferences. It 


| Worthlessness of the respect paid to their | 
€ say “apparently,” for the development | 
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actually pays the manufacturer better to 
ship his raw material to Japan, have it 
manufactured with the dearer labour there 
prevailing, pay double duties, and bring the 
manufactured goods back to China, than to 
have his cotton spun on the spot in 


advantageous a posilion, we may be certain, | Shanghai! 


 HONGKONG’S, FIRE-FIGHTING 
SERVICE. 


——_~@—_____ 
(Daily Press, 19th May.) 

It will have been seen from the report of 
the meeting of the Legislative Council on 
Tuesday that the local Government is satis- 
fied with the present means for extinguish- 
ing fires inthe City of Victoria. At léast, 


ip reply to the Hon. H. E. Pourocr's 


question whether this were so, the Colonial 
Secretary said that the means of extingusih- 
ing fire was considered “reasonably suffi- 
cient.” We doubt whether the public will 
be as satisfied as the Government, in spite 
of the latter’s confidence. We are not in 
favour of wild outcry on such a subject as 
our fire-fighting service, and we have only 
dealt with the subject in the past-in a 
moderate way. Nevertheless we have wit- 
nessed not a few fires chere in the dry 
season, and we cannot admit that “ redson- 
able sufficiency ” is the best term to apply to 
our resources against the danger. We know - 
that it is promised that with tie ridermain 
system’s introduction all will be much 
bette1, but the ridermain system is not yet: 
introduced, not can it be fora long while. 


The Colonial Secretary admitsthatat present, ~ 


in-times of intermittent supply, water is 
available at adequate pressure only on 
an average fifteen minutes after the alarm 
of fire has been given. That a conflagration 
has ample time to gain firm hold in a 
quarter of an hour is obvious. Many of 
our readers no doubt have been witnesses to 
this fact in Hongkong, and have been at 
fires here where the absence of a timely 
supply of water has caused a great multipli- 
cation of the amount of damage. The 
Government seems content that this shall - 
remain the case until we have ridermains in 
working order. The Government is more 
easily contented thau the public. We must, 
we suppose, take the expert opinioa of the 
authorities on the efficiency of their own 
fire-engines, but with regard to the question 
of the use of sea-water for extinction of 
fires we may be permitted, perhaps, to 
suggest that. the Government’s consideration 
of the matter wag not conclusive, The 
scheme has not been adopted, the Colonial - 
Secretary told the Council on Tuesday, us 
it has been ascertained that it would cost 
neatly us much as increasing the rain-water 
reservoirs. There have, nevertheless, been 
experts in this very Government's service 
who did not look on the cost ag prohibitive ; 
and it must be remembered that sea-water. 
can be used solely for fire-extinction or for 
that and the flushing of the low levels com. 
bined, which two us-s would uot therefore 
dip into our drinking-water supply as the 
present system of employing rain-water for 
all purposes does. The. growth of our 


supply of potable water would not be so 
utterly mae 


quate, were we able to.devote -- 
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certain flushing duties. We should there- 
forte be cutting down the expenses of the 
fresh water supply works and giving the.n, 
in fact, p2rmanent relief. 

Kowloon residents will hardly be pleased 
to note that the Go: ernment is “ not entirely 
satisfied ” with the present means of extin- 
guishing fires inthe peninsula during the dry 
season ; but that it is still thought right to 
go on as-at present for another eighteen 
months, when it is hoped that the new 
Kowloon waterworks will be in working 
order. Those who suffer from fire in Kow- 
loon during the next eighteen months will be 
able therefore to reflect on the folly of being 
prematare. But, seriously speaking, we 
must confess to being som what astonished 
that the Governz:cat should offer such an 
answer as that to the thisd of Mr. Pottock’s 
questions: It is practically an admission 
that immediate steps ure requited, but that 
they will not bo taken on account of 
expense. 

HONGKONG JOTTINGS. 
a 
= (Daily Press, 16th May.) 

It is scarcely necessary to say—especially so ! 
soon after the correspondence which recently, 
a d inthe Dai/y Press—that the public! 
welcomes the recommencement of the weekly 

performances of the military bands on the New 
arade Ground instituted for the special benefit 
of the European civilian population by Major- 
General Gascoigne, and now happily continue 
by his successor. Like the majority of residents 
who have put in an appearance on Monday 
evenings, I was surprised to find it no longer 
- possible to enter the ground from the pathway: 
at the end of the Beaconsfield Arcade. When, 
in commenting last season on the need for a. 
little improvement at this entrance, I described 
it as an unauthorised one I did not contempla 
that the military authorities would block it up! 
but rather, seeing that it was uséd by fully 90 
per cent. of those who attended the Band per- 
formances, the thought suggested itself that th 
little bank at that point might be properly 
graded ora couple ot steps inserted. But the 
authorities have decreed otherwise, and it has 
been amusing to watch the number of people 
who have gone up what is now a cul de sac and 
have had to come back again and walk a coupld 
of hundred yards to the proper entrance oppos! 


ite fo the barracks. 

‘We must continue to enjoy the danger of 
being hit in the face or elsewhere with bamboo 
poles! It cannct be denied that our local 
magistrates are careful men—carful rather of 
not straining the law, however, than of the 
public conv-nience. This was illustra'ed last 
Monday, when the senior magistrate refused to 
consider a ooolie carrying a bamboo pole on a 
footpath under a verandah as liable to the 
ora ty prescribed by Ondinance 14 of 1845. 

ow the part of this Ordinance which bears on 
the point has already been quoted in the Press, 
but some of my readers may not have seen it,-sa 
I give it once more. It runs:—Every pergon 
shall be liable to a penalty not e:ce-ding five 
pounds oe 
shall roll or carry any barrel, cask, butt, or 
other thing calculated to aanoy or iucommode 
the passengers thereon, except for the parpose 
of housing them or loading auy cart or carriage 
on the other :ide of the footway.” Bumboo- 
poles, however, in the opinion of the magistrate, 
do not come under the heading “ other thing.” 
It will be interesting to hear whether paper is 
another thing; a case came up at the Police 
Court on Friday on this point and was adjourned 
till the 20th inst. I presume that it is held 
that, with reference to the in erpretation of 
Ordinances 14 of 1845, bamboo poles are not 
“other things” because not ejusdem generis. 
But 8 shovel apparently is ejusdem generis. 
Traly the magisterial mind is a wonderful 
thing, and the law should be the adiiiration df 
the coolie class! | 


I notice a growing practice on the part of 
Chinese firms,.and some others, of advertising 
themselves and their wares on the backs of 


bank-notes. We pity and forgive the ee 


—>. _ 
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ovly sea-water to the quenching of fires and | 


who upon any public footway, | 


| 


Chinese poet who sometimes covers the back of 
a note with hieroglyphics which the translator 
‘will explain is a poem, but we are inclined to 


jrise up in our wrath and smite the man who - 


| desecrates a banknote with so sordid a thing asa 


uses a neat rubber stamp for the purpose, but 
this week a ten-dollar note came into my hands 
which was adorned by an advertisement of a 
Chinese firm laboriously written out in English 
and covering quite one half the back of the 
note. The caligraphy was not a work of art. 
but the Chinaman might have consoled himself 
with the thought that it was all the more 
attractive for that very reason. This method 
of advertising may be ingenious, but the practice 
is one that the public fails to appreciate and 
prays for its discontinuance. Chinese magazines 
are more suitable circulating media for poetry, 
and the proper place for trade announcements 
is in the advertising columns of the Daily 
Press. Terms on application. 

A visit to an auction where Chinese gather 
together and compete fr charred rubbish, 
débris from one of Hongkong's numerous 
fires, is well worth the trouble, The sodden 
charred straw, intermingled with damaged var- 
nish, barral-hoops et*.. at No. 9 Kowloon 
Godown, fetched some $9590. One Chinamac, 
yo. see, bids against another, neither having 
any knowledge of the stuff. Each has a notion 
that the other is playing for a big thing. and, 
consegtently, up go the prices. Itis surprising 
to see what burnt-out tin-cans fetch ; and about 
$500 was paid for the remains of matches at the 
other godown. The only thing the crowd 
really turne’ their noses up at was a few bales 
of worthless charred hay—eve : the cnt» China- 
man could not make capital ont of fhat! A 
quantity of candles came out of the thick of 
No. 9 Godown fire as gard 2a ever: Tha cass 
wera stainel onts de, but inside was as “right 
as rain.’ Water, of course. must have chanced 
to fall on them pretty liberally, but evan so the 
occurrenceisextraordinary. Several barrels of 
oil, too, were nove the worse for their heating. 
Merchandise was so strewn about in the vicinity 
of No. 9 Godown that it took an Indian watch- 
man all his time to look after it. 


That untiring snake-hunter Solomon, of the 
Water Department, effected a clever capture of 
a large hooded cobra on Friday evening near 
Plantation Road. He secured it alive, and it 
was on exhibition at the Peak on Saturday 
morning. The spectacles were very clearly 
marked in white at the back of the head. The 
cobra was fully four feet in length, and was 
evidently a fully grown reptile. I understand 
the captor intends to present it to the City Hall 
Museum, and as itisa fine and very perfect 
specimen it will no doubt prove a welcome 
addition to the collection of snakes in that 
institution. ; 


It is generally agreed that the numbering of 
houses in the Peak district has proved a great 
success, enabling visitors to save much time 
when trying to get by chair to houses pre- 
viously unvisited by them. It is now only to 
be wondered at that the idea was not thought of 
before. But this is always the case with useful 
reforms. 


There has been a rumour of another evening 
paper for Hongkong. This is not quite a new 
idea. Possibly, however, the would-be promoters 
will think twice about it. The European 
population is not growing at an abnormal pace 
now, and innovations in the journalistic line are 
attended with some risks. At any rate, we do 
not see any development of the “Society” side 
so far. Yet we were threatened not long ago 
with a real Society weekly. Hongkong has 
survived many threats. : 


I see that the correspondent up north of a 
London paper revives the question of a Ming 
candidate for the Dragon Throne, and mentions 
that a descendant of the old house is living in 
Canton without any thoughts of taking advan- 
tage of his illustiious descent. This may be 80; 
but I would not like to wager much on it. We 
have been told for many years that the Mings 
ara as dead as a door-nail. It is safest to say 
“ Perhaps.” ; 

BANYAN. 


' trade advertisement. The ingenious trader often ' 
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THE WAR. 


[FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENTS. } 


Koze, 16th May. 
The Japanese Miyako touched a mine 
near Talienwan on Saturday and sunk in 
twenty minutes, Casualties number eight. 
‘Lonpon, 18th May. 
There is a Russian report to the effect. 
that n Japanese force has renched a poiat 
30 miles north-east of Moukden on the rail- 
way line, and is advancing in three columns. 


It ia also reported that General Kuropat- 
kin is about to retire to Harbin and awnit 
reinforcements. Giving the Jnpanese 
225,000 men now in the field, he calculates 
that they will take six weeks to rench Harbin. 

Lonpon, 18th May. 

General Kuropatkin reports that 20,000 
Japanese troops have landed at Siungyu- 
cheng, south Sf Kaiping. 

General Kuropatkin and Admiral Alexieff 
are in total disagreement, both as to the 
question of the defence of Port Arthur and 
in other matters. 


+ 


Lonpon, 19th May. 
General Sassulitch, who was in command 


on the Yalu, has been superseded by 
General Keller. ; 
JAP‘ NESE OFFICIAL DESPATCHES, 

The Japanese Consul at Hongkong has 
kindly sent to us for publication a copy of the 
following official telegrams received by him :— 

- Tokyo, 16th May. 

General Kuroki reports that the exact num- 
bers of Japanese c-sualties at the battle of the 
Yalu were 218 killed, including 5 officers, 783 — 
wounded, including 3.5 officers, Russian corpses 
buried by us numb red 1,363, and 613 prisoners 
were taken, The booty consisted of three-inch 
quick-firing field guns, 21 quick-firing machine 
guns & rifles, 1,021 horses and 63 cases of 
ammunition, besid:s clothing, tents, &o. At 
Foenghuang some ammunition, clothing and 
provisions were taken. 

Tokyo, 16th May. 


“ Admiral Kataota reports that on the 16th 
inst. our torpedo-boat flotilla continued sea 
aweeping operations under cover of the fleet. 
The enemy cnstructed a temporary battery on 
a promontory between Kerr Bay and Talienwan 
and laid six field guns, besides a hastily con- 
structed fort,and sent one company which 
stubbornly resisted. Our flotilla defying 
enemy's fire carried the operation and destroys 
five mines; uaforluaately one mine expleded 
and the Miyako was sunk; six wounded: besides 
two killed during fight.” " 

- “Tokyo, 18th May. 


“The commander of the landing forces at 
Liaotung reports that, between the 5th and 16th 
instant, daily skirmishes have'taken place, the 
Japaxese detachments successfully driving the 
enemy and destroying the telegceaph commuhica- 
tion and railw-ys at Pulantion and its vicinity, ‘ 
On the 16th instant, after serious fighting, our 
forces occupied the heights distant three and a 
half miles from Kinchow. Our casnalties were 
146, including nine offic-rs wounded.” oa 

Pulantien is marked in most English maps 
“Port Adams.” It‘is about 10 miles north of 
Kinchow. : : 
TELEGRAMS TO SHANGHAI. i 

We take the following telegrams from tht - 
N.-C. Daily News :— : 

Peking, 10th May —The Russians eyacuated 
Newchwang and Tashihchiao on Saturday and . 
Sunday last. There are no Russian troops at . 
Newchwang city at the os a moment.” ; 

“ Tokyo, LOth May.—The Impérial Ordinance 
regarding the loan has been gazetted. . The | 
leading Japanese joutnals welcome’ it as a 
financial coup, while ré retting the hypotheca- - 
tion of the Customs 48 security. Parr's Bank, © 
London, Kuhn, Loeb & Oc., New York, each 
take half the loan.” 


Coreans in Russian 
province have cut off the Japanese militaty - 
wires,” got ages ; a Ge 
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“Tokyo, 10th May.—Three hundred Russians 
taken prisoners in the Yalu operations have 
arrived in Japan.” 

“Peking, 11th May.—There is a rumour at 


Newchwang that the Japanese occupied Kai- 
ing, a city on the Manchurian railway some | 


: cae | 
16 miles south of Toshihohino on tho Sth and | heldon the 17th instant in the Counc:: Chamber. ! 


there is a widespread belief that they will arrive 
at Newchwang on the 13th. The Russians 
show great haste and confusion in their 
endeavours to escape from the seat of war ; their 
troops are gathering at Ncwchatun station to 
escape before the Japanese arrive.” 

“Tokyo, 11th May.—A second issue of ex- 
chequer bonds to the amount of a hundred 
million yen (£10,000,000 sterling) will possibly 
be made at the end of the month. The Cabinet 


is to confer with the bankers and financiers | 


to-night. The new foreign loan is intended to 
secure the convertible notes, and the whole | 
proceeds will be kept in London.” 

“Tokyo, 11th May.—Admiral Togo reports 
that explosions are being continually heard | 
from Port Arthur, apropos of which it may be 
mentioned that it is privately understood that 
the Russians are destroying the remnants of 
their men-of-war.” 

“Tokyo, 13th May.—It is officially announced 
that the third squadron made an indirect 
bombardment of Dalny on the 12th May, and 
repulsed the Russians ashore.” 

“Tokyo, 13th May.—While searching for ' 
Russian mines, No. 48 torpedo-boat was 
blown up and divided in two. but she had I 
successfully completed the sweeping and survey- 
ing of the adjacent waters, and had cut off the | 
communications with the land. By this accident | 
the Japanese lost seven killed, including an 
ensign, and seven wounded.” 

[The torpedo-boat No. 48 was a vessel of a | 
little over 100 tons. ] 

“Tokyo, 13th May.—It is announced that the 
Japanese at Pulantien sighted on the bth instant 
a train from Port Arthur without any Red 
Cross mark, which fired on them. The Japanese | 
replied, and then the Russians hoisted the : 
Red Cross flag. The Japanese intended to | 
examine the cars, which. however, went ahead 
at full speed, and escaped.” : 


“Tokyo, 8th May.—A portion of the Russians | 


are crossing the Pyongan and Hamkyong borders. 
Russians who havo failed to join their camp are 
now continually raiding the frontier districts.” 

“Tokyo, 13th May.—Troops have heen 
despatched from Seoul and Fusan for the 
protection of the Seoul-Fusan railway.” 

“Tokyo, 13th May.—The Yalu prisoners 
consisting of 16 officers, of whom nine are 
wounded, and 415 men, of whom 265 are 
wounded, will arrive at Shikoku to-morrow. 

BUSSIAN NEWS. 

The following telegram from General Floug has 

heen communicated to the Shanghai papers :— 
* Mukden, Ith May. 

“ By the information received during the 0th 
inst. from mounted patrols and from scouts. a 
Japanese division, supposed to belong to the 
Guards, has left Fenghwangcheng in the direc- 
tion of Haicheng (a town on the railway. be- 
tween Tashihchiao and Liaoyang). One division 
of infantry, with 40 guns and 15,000 (? 1,500) 
cavalry, was to proceed from Fenghwangcheng 
towards Saimachi. Up to to-day, it is learnt 
that at Kuantionsien there is an advanced guard 
consisting of one battalion of infantry, three 
companies of cavalry, and one mountain battery. 

“ By the reports of General Mischenko, the 
Japanese troops in his front were divided on the 
‘th inst. iuto two parties; the first situat- 
ed at a day's march south-west of 
Fenghwancheng, and the second on the lower 
part of the Tayang river (which runs in a 
south-east direction and enters into the Bay of 
Corea at Takushan). On the same day the 
latter began to cross the river. 

“The Chinese population favours the Japan- 
ese. A Chinaman warned a Japanese patrol that 
the Russians were preparing an ambush for it. 

“The train which left Vafandian (? Wafung- 
tien) reached Port Arthur safely, and the 
rolling-stock has already returned. 

“ Up to now we have received no exact infor- 
mation of the number of the enemy landed at 
Piteewo. To the north of Cape Terminal, 30 
Japanese transports were seen. The Bay of 
Sizhoi is still occupied by us, and we are recon- 
noitring thence. There is no change in othor 
parts of the theatre of war." 


| Colonial Government, and from what source or 
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HONGKONG LEGISLATIVE | (iz7.) At the Plantation Road Gap, near the 


i entrance to Brockhurst ? 


: (..) The estimated annual expenditure for the 
COUNCIL. ; €a8 required to keep such lamp-posts lighted at 
i night ¥ 
A meeting of the Legislative Council was | 


ANSWERS. 


The CoLoniaL SECRETARY replied as follows: 
Present :— | —l. Pending the construction of the rider main 

His EXcELLENCY THE OrFicer ADMIN- system under which there should always be 
STERLING THE (GOVERNMENT, F. H. May, ; water in the mains available for all fires even 


C.M.G. | when water is cut off from houses, the means - 
Hon. A. M. Tomson (Colonial Secretary). | is considered reasonably sufficient. On the 
Hon. Sir H. 8S. BERKELEY (Attorney- | occurrence of fire during the intermittent 

General. . Supply water is always turned on in the mains 
Hon. L. A. M. Jounston (Colonial ‘and is available at adequate pressure on the 

Treasurer). j @verage 15 minutes after the alarm of fire is 


Hon. A. W. Brewin (Registrar- General). 

Hon. Captain L. A. W.- BARNEs- 
R.N. (Harbour Master). 

Hon. P. N. H. Jones (Director of Public 
Works). 

Hon. Sir C. P. Cuater. C.M.G. 

Hon. Dr. Ho Kar, C.M.G. 

Hon. We1 A Yuk. 

Hon. W. J. Gresson. 

Mr. 8. B. C. Ross (Clerk of Councils). 

NEW MEMBER. 

Mr. W. J. Gresson took the oath and assum- 
ed his seat as a member of Council in succession 
to Mr. C. W. Dickson. 

FINANCIAL. 

The CotoniaL Secretary laid on the table 
Financial Minutes (Nos. 27 to 29) and moved 
that they be referred to the Finance Com- 
mittee. 

The CoLoNIaL SECRETARY seconded, and 


{ given. There are also three steam fire engines 
LAWRENCE | for use in Victoria and vicinity, and during the 
intermittent water supply the Victoria side of 
the Harbour. The engines used by the Fire 
: Brigade are quite efficient and’ have not in aby 
| way deteriorated through age. They deliver 
about 300 gallons of water a: minute and will 
stand a pressure of 129 lbs to the square inch. 
Government does not at present propose to take 
any steps to increase its fire extinguishing 
apparatus. To do so would prove expensive 
and later on unnecessary. 
2. This question has been considered by the 
Government. The scheme has not been adopted, 
| as it has been ascertained that it would cost 
nearly as much as increasing the rain-water 
reservoirs. The hose ig strong enough to 
pump water to much greater heights than those 
; mentioned in the question... It is regularly tested 
and unsound lengths periodically replaced. The 
the motion was agreed to. hose has burst on very few occasions only, 
The CoLontaL Secretary laid on the table | poe tea occur at times in all Fire 
the Report of the Finance Committee (No. 6) rigades. 
and al its adoption. | 3. The Government is not absolutely satisfied 
The CoLonraL TREASURER seconded. and with the present m:ans of extinguishing fires in 
the motion was agreed to. | Kowloon during the dry season. The oom- 
PAPERS. pletion of the new Kowloon water-works will 
The CoLox1aL SECRETARY laid on the table | however give water at pressure in the main 
2+ reports for 1903 of the Harbour Master. the | available by fire hydrants as in Victoria. 
Government Bacteriologist, on the Post Office. . is eee that oe new ae is 
and on the Po Leung Kuk. M® 1 Working order in abou o months, 
QUERTIONG, l Government does not for the reason stated in 
Hon. Mr. Pottock put the following cnerer > intend to take any immediate steps. 
\ question :— 


| 4. There is only one Government fire engine 
1. Is the Government satisfied thx‘ the pre- 


+ 


i 
| 


in the Kowloon Peninsula. It is stationed at 
i.sent means for extinguishing fires in the City | Yaumati. The floating engine is kept at Tsim- 
-of Victoria during the dry season are sufficient ¥ | sha-tsui except in times of an intermittent water 
‘If not. does the Government propose to take ; supply. when it is kept on the Victoria side. 
‘any aud, if so. what steps. and when. to remedy | The sea is the only source of water supply for 
the deficiency or deficiencies 2 fire extinguishing purposes in Kowloon at 
2. Has the Government considered the ques- | present. In cases of fire in the neighbourhood 
tion of the advisability of adoptin.r a special | of the xea, the floating and Yaumati engines 
service for extinguishing fires by pumping up | would both pump from the sea direct to the fire. 
sea-water from the harbour by means of special | In cases of fires a a distance from the sea the 
pumping-stations on the Praya into special | floating engine would feed a portable dam from 
fire water mains? Does the Government pro- | the sea and the land engine would pump from 
pose to take any measures of that or a similar | tho dam to the fire. 1.800 feet of hose is kept 
‘character? Is it not the fact that the Govern- | at Yaumati with the engine, and the floating 
ment Fire Engine hose has proved, during this | engine carries also over 1,800 feet, in addition 
present dry season. to be of insufficient strenyth | to over 1.700 feet of large 4 in. hose. This 
to pump up sea-water to Jervois Streét. or | is considered ample to reach any house in Kow- 
Lyndhurst Terrace, and has repeatedly burst in | loon. as it is estimated that no house in Old 
so doing ? Kowloon is situated at more than 3,800 feet from 
3. Is the Government satisfied that the| the sea. There. are eight members of the Bri- 
present means for extinguishing fires in the | grade permanently stationed at Kowloon; 3 
Kowloon Peninsula during the dry season are | Europeans at Tsim-sha-tsui and 3 Europeans 
sufficient? If not. does the Government pro- | and 3 Chinese at Yaumati. Temporary rein- 
pose to take any and. if so. what steps. and | forcements are sent from Victoria as required. 
when, to remedy the deficiency or deficiencies ? 5. The Director of Public Works has been 

4. Is there only one Fire Engine in the | instructed to provide a reasonable number of 
/ Kowloon Peninsula in the service of the | additional seats as far as the funds available will 

rmit. 

6. The three lamps com 
named would cost $200. 

The cost of lighting and maintenance would 
be $240 per annum. The Government is con- 
sidering the question of erecting lamps at the 
places indicated. 

THE OPIUM BILL. 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL moved the second 
reading of the Bill entitled an Ordinance to 
amend the Prepared Opium Ordinance, 189]. 

He said—Your Excellency,—The amend- 
ments to the Opium Ordinance sre necessary 
to effect that protection to the Opium 
Farmer from illicit sales of opium to which he 
is rightfully entitled. The necessity for amend- 
ing the Ordinance, sir, arises from the difficulty 
of putting such a construction upon the present 
definition of the words “ prepared opium” and 
“ preparation of opium " that exist in the pre- 
sent Ordinance. The definition of “ prepared 


sources would such Fire Engine be supplied 
with water during the dry season in the event 
of a fire occurring during the dry season at too 
great a distance from the sea for salt water to 
be available for extinguishing purposes ? How 
many members are there in the Kowloon Fire 
Brigade ? 

5. Will the Government provided more seats | 
for the use of the public on the Kennedy Road. 
Bowen Road, Magazine Gap Road, and Barker 
Road ? 

6. Will the Government state what would be— 

(a.) The capital cost of erecting lamp- posts, 
with the necessary gas-burners and appliances 
and connections with the gas-main at the follow- 
ing places at the Peak, namely :— 

(2.) On the slope up to Plunkett's Gap. near 
the approach to the Commodore's Bungalow : 

(¢t.) At the junction of Chamberlain Road 
with the Mount Kellet Road : 


plete at the sites 


ee 
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opium” in the Ordinance as it stands is as 
follows :—“ Prepared opium shall so far as re- 
lates to infringement of the Opium Farmer's 
privilege of preparing opium for the Colony 
mean opium which has been subjected te. an 
dogree of artificial heat for any purpose what- 
soever”; and the definition of ‘preparenon is 
*‘ subjecting of opium of any kind to any degree 
of artificial heat for any purpose whatsoever." 
Now, persons have been importing into this 
Colony opium and using it in the preparation: 
of no-catled anti-opium—whatever that may 
mean—pills and wine; and on appearing before 
the Magistrate the prosecution has failed. 
because though it was easy enough to prove! 
that these wine and pills were each a preparation 
of opium. still in neither case could the learned 
Magistrate be satisfied that any degree of 
artificial heat had been used in the preparation, 
thereof. Still, of course, sir, it is obvious at 
once that it was a technical objection which w 
fatal to the operation of the Ordinance which i 
intended for the protection of the Opium 
Farmer—it is obvious that it is quite impossible,: 
say, for any witness to say whether any opium: 
brought from Canton and shipped here for pre- 
paration of pills and wine had been at any time, 
subjected to any degree of artificial heat.: 
’ Given the principle therefore of the proper| 

protection of the farmer in the monopoly which) 
this Government from the authority vested in| 
it has granted to him—acceding that principle! 
it_is obvious that it is the clear duty of! 
’ the Government and of this Council to pass| 
such a measure as will give the farmer that! 
protection to which he is entitled. Well. sir,| 
it is not necessary, but at the same time it is 
just as well for us to remember that the amount 
paid by the opium farmer for farming the 
monopoly for the exclusive privilege—and we; 
- must remember it is an exclusive privilege tha 
he hag—of dealing in opium is in itself extreme 
ly large and is greatly in excess of that which/ 
has been paid by any farmer in previous years; 
and though I have heard it put forward as a 
reason why nothing should be done in the 
present circunistances that these illicit sales 
have been goiny on for a long period in thel 
past— though that may be perfectly true. still! 
in view of the fact that the farmer to-day is: 
paying more than three times what his prede-; 
cessors paid, it may equally be true—in fact it 
seems to me it ig ohviously more true—that he 
as a prudent man of business can no longer be 
content to overlook that which did not matter 
so much to his predecessors who were paying so 
much less for the exclusive right they had. 
Now, sir, from enquiries that have bee 
made since the necessity for these 
amendments was brought to the notice sok 
. this Government, it appears that this 
illicit competition has increased since the 
farmer has proposed to increase his prices 
somewhat, It will be seen at once that when a 
man gives three times as much as his prede- 
cessor was,paying for the article he is entitled 
to sell, it is only to be supposed that some 
increase in the price to the public will follow, 
It is to be admitted that the farmer. .exercisin 
in that respect the right which he has. h 
somewhat increased his prices, but it must aleal 
be admitted that that increase has been trifling, 
I challenge that statement to be contradicted. 
The increase in the selling price of opium b 
the opium farmer has heen trifling. Enquiries 
have shown that the prive has increased by one- 
fifth only, and one-fifth is I say trifling. That, 
I put it to the house. cun anybody consider an 
undue increase in view of the fact that the 
opium farmer now pays $2,000,000 per annum. 

Hon. Dr. Ho Kat—More than that.‘ 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL—And more, the 
hon. and learned member remarks. Therefore 
if it is more it makes the increase all the 
more trifling. One-fifth only. however. is 
charged for the opium and more than three 
times is paid to the revenue itself. Meantime 
the sales of the opium farmer have fallen enor- 
mously. The falling off too has not been due 
to any less consumption. It cannot in fairness 
all be attributed to the small increase of one- 
fifth. What it is due to is the excessive illicit 
introduction, preparation, and sale in this Colony 
of opium, which. I say, unless it is checked will 
render it impossible probably—at any rate ex- 


tremely difficult—for the opium farmer to fulfil | 
the conditions of the tender which he has entered | 


into in this Colony. Now, I propose to deal 
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shortly with one or two suggestions which I’ 
believe will be urged by my hon. and learned 
friend opposite (Mr. Pollock] to the progress 
of this measure. The first, as I understand it, 
is that it is a great hardship to prevent the sale 
of opium-pills and wine by persons who 
have hitherto been licenced or permitted by 
former opium farmers to sell them, and also 
secondly, to prevent the sale of these opium wine 
and pills would be to force the opium habit upon 
persons who are strugiling to free themselves 
from it.. Now, sir, neither of those assertions 
stand for a moment when examined. Take the 
first—the hardship upon those who have hither- 
to engaged either in selling opium wine and pills, 
by permission or by overlooking or by licence 
from the opium farmer. Now we also have made 
enquiries into that assertion because the last 
thing this Government desires ix to inflict hard- 
ship upon anybody; and from the report made 
by the hon. Registrar-General it appears that 
there are some 83 firms who deal in opium-pills 
and wine, and of these 83 only five of them deal 
in these articles exclusively. But the other 
-78 were general dealers who turned—I cannot 
call it an honest penny, by the additional sales 
of opium-pills and wine. But I say as to 
quantum, of these 83 there were only five, 
so we must deal with five and see 
what hardship would be to them. But even 
suppose there were 83. The largest of these 
dealers did a business which he admitted to 
amount to—what do you think ?—S100 a month 
total sales, and not net but gross sales; and he 
admitted to the Registrar-General, and we have 
it in the report. that after deducting out-of- 
pocket expenses his profit—the largest profit— 
amounted to about 835 a month. Now, where 
is the hardship? Even suppose the opium 
farmer had been allowing those persons or in- 
ducing them to sell thes opium wine and pills, 
Isay there is no hardship there. It is clear 
therefore, I put it to you. that while a great loss 
is inflicted upon the opium farmer by the 
infrin.ement of his privilege the loss to the 
individual dealers is comparatively small. 

His ExceLLency—lI think you will recollect 
that the report of the {Registrar-General stated 
that this $100 a month was taken by the largest 
retail dealer. 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL—I understood I 
did say a retail dealer. He has the largest re- 
tail business, and he admitted that his sales did 
not exceed $100 a month. I only dealt with 
that argument because it put a wrong aspect on 
this matter. It isan ad cuptandum argument 
and has no force otherwise. The question is 
not whether it is a hardship or not to prevent a 
man who has been for a long course of time in 
illicit business from any longer engaging in it, but 
whether or not the opium farmer, when he comes 
to this Council to be protected from the illicit 
dealers, is entitled to that protection. From the 
moral point of view. the question of hardship 
ought not to enter fora single moment. It was 
the case of a smuggler who for a lone courége 
of time had been in the habit of smuggling, and 
the authorities had either been careless or had 
looked the other way. The illicit opium seller 
has absolutely no claim to the consideration of 
this Council for one single moment. The man 
who is entitled to consideration and protection 
is the honest opium farmer who pays $2,000,000 
a year towards the revenue of this country to 
be acceded the privilege of exclusively dealing 
in opium. How can he be said to get the pri- 
vilege if A. B. C. and D. are illicitly competing 
with him in the same business? But at the 
same time, though unnecessary for me to have 
to deal with the question of hardship, it is 
gratifying to know that in any particular pro- 
ceeding one is not inflicting a hardshid, 
and I put it to you that I have show., 
you that, even if hardship were any argu- 
ment, which it is not. there is no ques- 
tion of hardship in dealing with this case 
to-day. Now, the opium farmer has considered 
this question. and whether he can continue to 
license a certain number of persons to sell opium 
provided they buy it from him, and the Council 
will see at once that is not a question for any- 
body but the opium farmer is entitled to settle. 
Surely a man is entitled to settle that himself, 
having paid for the exclusive right of dealing 
—to settle the question for himself whether he 
will license another to deal also. Well, he has 
considered that question, and I am informed 
that he cannot see his way to. any longer permit 
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either by licence or otherwise.the sale of opium 
by any person but himself; and the principal 
reason why he has been forced to take that 
course is the impossibility: of controlling the 
illicit dealers alte to make them keep a true 
record of their sales or to compel them to pur- 
chase their stocks from the opium farmer. It is 
one thing to say the opium farmer may con- 
tinue to license those peraons—five or six or 88— 
who have been hitherto selling, but how are 
we to reply to the opium farmer when he says, 
“ Have you considered the great temptation that 
a rise in the price of opium holds out. to persons 
who deal in this trade? What guarantee have 
I got that the man who is my licencee will keep 
poe returns of his sales, and what guarantee 

ave I got that he will not under cover of the 
licence which he holds from me import a little 
from me and a great deal from Canton inde- 
pendently of me ?” Any practical man—and the 
house is full of practical men—will see at once 
that such an answer as that is unanswerable, 
and it would be in the highest degree wrong to 
force the opium farmer to take any such step to . 
his obvious undoing or refuse to afford him pro- 
tection against one who persists in dealing in 
opium without his knowledge or consent. Well, 
now, the second assertion is to the effect that the 
sale of opium-pills and wine is principally made 
to those who want to break themselves of the 
opium habit. I do not know whether such a 


suggestion vill be made here to-day, 
but I have heard it suggested that it 
is to the interests of the opium farm 


that the habit should be indulged in rather 
than cured. Now, enquiries have been made 
from the opium farmer showing that this asser- 
tion and this objection are also groundless, 
because the opium farmer is prepared to supply 
pills and wine to anyone who desires to eat or 
to drink them, whether to cure himself from 
opium smoking or to indulge himself. The 
opium farmer is prepared to sellthem. There- 
fore it will not lie in the mouth of any person 
who opposes this Bill to say that the pills.and 
wine are no longer to be sold. They will be 
sold by the opium farmer. and he is prepared to 
open branches where all facilities will be given to 
those who desire to purchase these pills and 
wine ; and he has stated that he is prepared to 
sell these opium pills and wine at a price which 
will be 25 per cent. less than the ordinary sell- 
ing price of ordin prepared opium. This 
offer on the part of the opium farmer I cannot 
but feel. will commend itself and himself to the 
Council at once, forthe man is not bound to 
make these concessions. He is entitled to come 
here and say, “I stand upon my legal rights 
and demand but justice. You have put 
up a tender for the exclusive right of sell- 
ing opium. I give. you 82,000,000 for the 
contract and I have a right to demand 
justice at your hands and protection from 
anyone who infringes it.” When a man with 
these rights is prepared to make concessions 
we are bound to say he cannot be the altogether 
undesirable person that he possibly may be 
considered by some. What more does that 
bona-fide consumer require than to have a place 
at which he can buy his pills and wine at a 
reasonable price? Do you suppose it matters 
one cash to the consumer from whom he buys 
the opium so long as he can get it at a 
reasonable price, and if he can get it at a price 
25 per cent. less than the price of prepared . 
opium and at a branch establishment of the 
farmer, he has no longer any complaint so far 
as he is concerned. He gets all he wants, the 
probable conclusion is, cheaper from the farmer 
than he could and does from -the illicit seller. 
Now, I will not detain you very much longer, 
but I will just say that that assertion that the 
pills and wine are taken by a person to cure the 
opium habit has nothing in it, because -it is 
impossible for anyone who advances such a 
suggestion to produce such an authority of 
any value if any at all which will hold the 
habit will be cured in that way. It is cured by 
what is called strength of will and not by sipping 
and nipping opium wine or taking reduced puffs 
of opium pipes or swallowing pills.. For the 
purpose of catching the unwary, these wine and 
pills are called by the name of anti-opium. 
What does it mean? It has no meaning at all. 
They are not anti-opium pills and wine but 
opium ; they are pills and wine which contain a 
certain amount of opium in them, and that they 
will effect a cure I say again it is impossible for 
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anyone to bring any authority to assure us.) a|law to deprive certain persons of the right to 


ell, now, there has been another objection | deal in certain articles 


raised, and it was the one that had most weight 
with me; and that was that the effect of the 
proposed measure will be to prevent the Tung 
Wah Hospital from prescribing opium pills and 
wine for its patients. Well, gentlemen, I have 
pointed ont to you in the house that the opium 
farmer is prepared to make concessions which 
are reasonable. He is prepared to do more, be- 
cause he is prepared. recognising as we all do 
the good work the Tung Wah Hospital does in 
this country, to recognise the right of the hos- 
pital authorities to prescribe pills and wine to 
its in-patients without restriction of any kind 
except this, which cannot be called a restriction, 
thatthe pills and wine are obtained from him. 
And also he is prepared to do more. He is pre- 
pared, and I think it is reasonable, to supply 
these opium pills and wine free, and that, I think, 
ig generous, so we have the opium farmer here 
both reasonable in his demands and generous in 
his intentions. But he cannot consent that the 
Tung Wah Hospital should supply all its out- 
patients ina similar manner. Surely, gentle- 
men, that is not unreasonable because the reason 
is obvious, that the opportunities which would 
be afforded of abusing that privilege are too 
great. I put it to you that that restriction, if it 
can be called such, upon hig generosity is right 
and most reasonable in itself. Well, now, I do 
not want to hurt the feelings of anyon:. of 
course, but Pam bound to say that the result of 
my enquiries into this opposition to the Opium 
Amendment Bill have led me to ‘he conclusion 
that it is factitious rather than real. I am told 
that the opposition is not really the consumer. 
The real opposition comes from the illicit deal- 
ers who will be losing their profit. I say that 
it does not come from the consumer, for so long 
ax he can get his pills and wine at a reasonable 
rate it matters not to him where he gets them. 
The opposition here is not real but factitious 
and unreal. Now. I put it to you and this 
house that illicit dealers have no claim whatever 
to any consideration from this house. They | 
have no interests that they had obtained legally 
or morally entitling them to protection as 
against the opium farmer to whom the 
law had given the exclusive privilege which 
they had infringed. I move, sir. that the Bill 
be read a second time. 

The CoLonraL TREASURER seconded. 

Hon. Dr. Ho Kai—Sir, after having listened 
very carefully to the speech of the hon. and 


: learned Attorney-General, I must say that a 


few of my objections to the second reading of 
this Bill have vanished. But one point only I 
still think he did not explain away. and it is that 
point which, so far as I am concerned, determines 
me to oppose the second reading of the Bill. It 
is quite true, sir, that we as members of this 
Council do all we can to protect the public 
revenue, but at the same time I submit, sir, that 
we should do so only without injuring private 
interests, without undue hardship upon those 
whom s measure of this kind would injure. 
Now, the learned Attorney-General has quoted. 
he says, from a private enquiry—which by the 
bye, might have been made a little bit more 
public on both sides and might have been read by 
them—that there were 83 firms concerned in 
dealing with opium pillsand wine. Well, of course, 
personally I have nothing to do with them—with 
these dealers in opium pills and wine; I know 
nothing. I také his word for it. And he said only 
five of them are really wholesale dealers or were 
principally dealing in wine and pills or exclusively 
deal, in them; and that the remainder only have 


stock. Now sir, it does not matter, it seems to 
me, whether a man deals in opium pills and wine 
exclusively or whether he deals in them as part 
You might just as well say 
you.can pass a law affecting the interests of 


hardship upon them because they are also deal- 
ing- in flour, kerosene oil, and other articles, 
~which they can still continue to trade in. The 


question is one of principle, and whether it} When the farmer failed in his case at the 


affects 83 ‘or 800 persons, or even one, the prin- 
ciple is the same ; we are not justified in causing 
injury to a single firm in order that the re- 


enue of this Colony-may be increased, or that | within his right in claiming what he does, he 
ihe 6 cpanel should get it, but why did he not go to the 


the opium farmer's interests may be put into 
a better state of protection. It is like 
robbing Paul te pay Peter: you are making 


so that another 
person may get the benefit. Exclusion of this 
d we must, as unofficial members of this 
ouncil, and as guardians of the rights of the 


public, strenuously oppose. The question is 
wth this trade in opium wine i: illicit or 
not. The learned Attorney-Gen::al in the 
reasons appended to the Ordinance and also in 
his speech to-day has stated that these dealings 
ig-opium are illicit. Now. it seems to me that 
they are notillicit. Thelearned Attorney-General 
first of all assumes that the trade is illicit. and, 
of course, his argument that we should do away 
ith this trade appears unanswerable. I say, 
fibt let us enquire whether the trade is really 
illicit or not. Now the existing Ordinance 
cher which the opium farmer enjoys his rights 
does not give to him the exclusive right to 
deal in opium: but merely in “prepared 
opium.” He wants you now to alter the 
whole aspect of the case. At present the farmer 
Has no right to deal with an ounce of raw 
opium without the knowledge and consent of 
the Government. Atone time he had, and it 
as owing to his dealing with raw opium in this 
Colony that a blockade of Hongkong hy 
Chinese revenue cruisers existed, and it was 
for that reason that two Commissioners. Sir 
Robert Hart and Taotui Shiu. were sent 
own from Peking to treat with the 

ongkong Government through Comumis- 
sioner Russell. afterwards Chief Justice 
ir James Russell. The result was that 
the Opium Convention was signed, and then an 
Ordinance was passed by the Hon-:kong 
Legislature forbidding the dealing in raw opium 
hy anybody without the full knowledge and 
ionsent of the Government. The opium far- 
mers stock of opium was first of all limited to 
4.000 chests or so, and afterwards reduced to. 
I think, 3.000 chests. I have not the figures but 
I think that isabout right. Then. ‘also. he is 
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restricted by certain regulations asx to the j 


humber of chests he shall draw out of bond ina 
j tain time. These restrictions placed upon 
the dealings of the farmer in raw opium prev ut 
him smuggling it into the interior of China. 
but in the new Bill. the opium farmer's power 
is supreme, and uot an ounce or grain of 
prepared opium can be sold or dealt in in this 
Colony without his consent. 


+: The ArroRNEY GENERAL: Nor can 
anyone prepare a dram of opium in the 
Colony. ; 


| Hon. Dr. Ho Kar: No one can prepare opium 
in this Colony except the farmer. or other 
person having his consent. Now -let us con- 
sider the words ‘prepared opium.” Every 
hon. member of this Council knows that with 
the law before him the opium farmer 
knew that law when he tendered for a 
monopoly. What he paid for it does not 
matter; that is not the question we are at 
resent considerin -. The opium farmer having 
had his tender accepted. and having paid accor- 
dingly. found there were certain persons 
in this Colony selling opium wine and 
opium pills which we will assume for the 
‘moment interfered with his business. He 
summoned one of these persons before the 
Magistrate who enquired into the case 
and decided that he could not hold that 
opium which was contained in opium pills or 
‘wine, as the case might be. came within the 
‘Opium Ordinance. 

~ The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Because he could 
;not prove that it had been subjected to heat. 

| Hon. Dr. Ho Kar: Well, if was not prepared 
‘opium, and the Magistrate could not say that 
it was. I can understand that heat is required 
'to make prepared opium. but the words 
“prepared opium " in the ordinance mean opium 
prepared for smoking. When the farm was 
first created the attention of the Legislature 


in the sale of opium prepared for smoking, 
and opium cannot to be prepared for smoking 
without passing through some degree of heat ; 
it might be boiling heat or merely slight heat. 


Magistracy, it seems to me that if he was dis- 
satisfied with the decision, he should have taken 
the case into the Supreme Court. If he is 


higher court and ask for the opinion of the 
“ judges on the point? He neglected or omitted 
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to do so, and he is now appealing to us to pass 
an ordinance creating new rights for him. : 

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: No; merely to 
make the definition clear. 

Hon. H. E. Powrock: 
provided. 

Hon. Dr. Ho Kar: I will give you an example. 
Supposing I have let premises on lease, and in 
that lease I make use of certain terms giving 
the lexsee certain rights of way and soon. That 
is settled. Presently, the tenant turns round on 
me aud says: “You gave me aright of way 
and “such other rights ;"’ that means right of 
air, and light, also of supporfor anything else.” 
Tsay: “No: I simply gave you certain rights of 
way andno more. Such other rights means 
rights belonging to the same class as a right of 
way. The lessee says: ‘I will go to law about 
it.” Suppose he loses “his case. “Well,” he 
says, * I cannot get a decision against you in the 
law court.so I will apply to the Government 
ask them for an Ordinance under which a 
right of way and such other rights, shall be 
held to mean the rights I have mentioned.” Is 
it just that the Legislature should assist persons 
of this kind to re-define the words of their con- 
tracts, making those words include , certain 
things which were not contemplated by the use 
of the terms in the contract? It is on this 
particular principle that I found my opposition 
to the second reading of this Bill. The learned 
Attorney-General also mentioned that the 
Opium Farmer thinks it impossible for him to 
license these opium pill and wine dealers on 
account of the difficulty. I suppose, of pre- 
venting illicit dealing. as it would be if 
this Bill were passed. I am one of those 
who would propose a solution of the present 
difficulty by this means, and I regret that the 
opium farmer does not think it feasible 
for him to adopt a system of licencing and so 
obviate such an ordinance as the one.before us, 
which means the extinction of a very large trade 
altogether. If he churged a certain fee for a . 
license to sellers of opium pills and wine— 
which. by the way. L understand (from the 
Attorney-General) is only a very triiiug trade, 
though it is at the sume time represented as 
going to interfere tremendously with the profits 
of the opium farmer—— 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: A very small 
trade by the individual; but very large in the 
aggrerate. 

Hon. Dr. Ho Kar: 
a very large trade. 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: 
simal individually. 

Hon. Dr. Ho Kar: But the aggregate is 
considerable. By charging a licensing fee it 
seems to me that the justice of the case 
would be met. Refusal to grant such licdijpes 
means the total abolition of the trade of these 
dealers and the goodwill of their businesses, by 
one stroke of the pen, will be transferred to the 
opium farmer. There must be a goodwill in 
this as in every trade. 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: But these men 
cannot have a goodwill. How can you employ 
that legal expression in connection with a per- 
son who sells illicitly.. Under the ordinance I 
contend that the:trade is illicit. If you 
look up Sections 9 and 10 of the present Opinm 
Ordinance you will find that no person can 
have prepared opium in his possession, nor 
prepare opium. : 

Hon, Dr. Ho Kar: I contend that under that 
ordinance the sale of these things is not illicit. 
I contend that the word as applied to these 
dealers by the learned Attorney-General is a 
mistake, and my aruument is that the Bill now 
before the Counoil will deprive them of their 
trade and yoodwill. Of course, if the learned 
Attorney-General convinces me—I am certainly 
open to conviction—(hear, hear)—that dealing 
in these articles isillicit; if the opium farmer 
Yat taken a case to the higher court and the 
jadges had held the trade to be illicit—no one 
would have been a stronger supporter of this 
Bill than I. Ido not hold a brief for either 
party, and I wish to protect the revenue of the 
Colony. There is just one other point that has 
struck me. I believe that unless it is perfectly 
clea@ly established that the sale of opium pills 
and wine is illicit the Secretary of State at 
home would not view a Bill of this kind with 
favour. I consider it my duty and main- 
tain it is the duty of all the unofficial 
members of the ouncil. to look after 


New rights are 


You are affecting, then, 
It is infinite- 
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the rights of the. public and even 
an individual case in which rights are jeopar- 
dised—for after all, the public life is simply the 
aggregate individual life—and that we should 
consider well before passing an ordinance of this 
kind which will inciude new rights in the 
concession or monopoly to the opium farmer and 
impose very great hardships to the extent of 
depriving many people of the right to continue 
their trade in this Colony. I do not think I 
can usefully go on to discuss other points 
' because, as [ say, I have endeavoured to place 
before the Council my one objection to the 
Bill and if that one objection is removed I 
would be very glad to give the Bill my support. 

Hon. Mr. Poutock next rose to speak. 

His ExceLiency—I should be very much 
obliged if you will inform me what the position | 
is exactly of these petitions. This Council has 
received two petitions ; one purports to emanate 
from certain members of the general community 
and the other from the shops dealing in these 
pills. Both of these ‘petitions have been for- 
warded to us through a somewhat unusual 
channel --the channel of the hon. member for 
the Chamber of Commerce. I shall be very 
glad to be informed whether the hon. member 
in the exercise of his profession has drawn these 
petitions, has been paid for drawing them. and 
is to be remunerated for advocatiny the prayer 
contained in these petitions before this Council ? 

Hon. Mr. Pottock—Your Excellency. in 
reply to the questions which have been just put 
to me, I did prepare these petitions profession-. 
ally for the parties on behalf of the parties for 
whom they are prepared. There is no secret . 
about it. And I forwarded the petitions to the | 
Government. With regard to the other ques- 
tion which has been put, I think, your Excel- 
lency, that it was hardly necessary and hardly 
proper that such a question should be put. I 

‘need hardly say I think those who have followed 
my public career in this Colony know that I do 
not accept pay and that I have no intention of 
accepting pay for appearing in this Council and 
for any views. which I may express in this 
Council, I think it would be obviously improper 
for me as a member of this Council to accept 
any fee, reward, or gratuity whatsoever in respect 
of any views which I may lay before this 
Council. As I have stated I was asked to 
prepare and did prepare in @_ professional 
capacity*and I think it will be found that I 
was perfectly right in so doing—those petitions 
which have been forwarded to this Council. 
These petitions were addressed to the hon. 
members of this Countil. I do not know 
whether they were circulated. It rather seems 
to me they were not. At any rate I do 
not see them on the table. My position is 
perfectly clear, and I should have thought it 
was absolutely unnecessary that I should ex- 
plain to this Council that I have not been paid 
any fee or reward and that I do not intend to 
accept any fee or reward for coming here to-day 
and stating my views to the Council. 

His Excettency—-[ thank you. My ques- 
tions were simply made to find out the hon. 
member's position. 

Hon. Mr. PoLtock—Your Excellency, as I 
say. I do not know that these petitions have 
been circulated to hon. members. 

His ExceLLency— They have been circulated. 

Hon. Mr. Pottock~-Then from the learned 
Attorney-General's speech I gathered that they 
had not reached him or been sufficiently con- 
sidered by him because we have been told with 
a great flourish of trumpets in this Colony by 
the learned Attorney-General of some wonder- 
ful discovery or alleged discovery made by the 
Government; that is to say. it is supposed to 
have been made by the Government on its own 
initiative—-namely that of the people who signed 
this petition some only were exclusively 
employed in the business of opium pills or wine. 
Why, air, that question is dealt with specifically 
in paragraph 1 of the petition. What is the 
wording ? ‘“ Your petitioners have during the 
periods of years which are set opposite to their 
respective signatures been carrying on business 
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iness of opium pills or wine and nothing else. 
he position they hed taken up from the very 
utset was that it was not their sole business, 
ut, sir, although it is not their sole 
business it isa business; and as my hon. and 
learned friend the senior member for the 
hinese has pointed out it is a question of prin- 
ciple upon which a stand must be taken. A 
arty has a perfect right to be protected in a 
gitimate business, and I shall show that this 
is a legitimate business. With regard to the 
learned Attorney-General, there is another 
point he tried to make, I think, and that was 
nat the trade in these pills or wine 
was after all a comparatively small matter. 
But the hon. senior member for the Chin- 
ese drove him from that petition very 
pheodsely because he had afterwards to admit 
that you may call it small with regard to 
individual firms but in aggregate it is large. 
Why should a trade or business which is in 
the aggregate large and which is, I shall show 
lawful, be interfered with by the Legislature 
i this Colony? I submit, sir, there can be 
nly one answer, and that is, because the opium 
farmer pays a very large sum yearly to the 
Government of this Colony. That is to say, 
hat the Government hare some fear, some 
apprehension, that unless some measure of this 
sort is passed to give the opium farmer rights 
additional to those which he already possesses 
he revenue may suffer some loss, and because 
f that fear, that apprehension, they propose to 
override these people who have been dealing 
in opium pills or wine, to take away 
their business from them, business which 
has hitherto been lawful and legitimate. Now, 
upon the point of this business hitherto carried 
on by dealers in these pills or wine being lawful 
ne legitimate, it is only necessary to refer to 
he Ordinance, No. 21 of 1891. That, sir, in 
order to show what the rights of the opium 
farmer are. we must look at the law. It is 
tedious rather, but it an important matter in this 
question. The hon. and learned senior member 
tor the Chinese stated the matter in a very clear 
and lucid fashion. but lest perhaps some of his 
arguments might not have gone home I think it 
E very important that we should look at the 
Prepared Opium Ordinance and see from it 
what is the actual protection that has been 
accorded to the opium farmer. Of course in 
he grant which was made him he was given 
@ privilege of dealing in prepared opium 

defined by law. “Prepared opium” 
of course isan expression which may mean a 
great many different things. Ifa man came to 
a lawyer about a tender for prepared opium, the 
first question the lawyer would ask would be, 
* What do you mean by ‘ prepared opium’ 2” 
But here of course we know what is meant be- 
cause we passed a special Ordinance to deal with 
it. It was passed 13 years ago, and therefore 
ne would think , that by the process of 
filtration in people's minds people would at all 


as 


‘prepared opium.” What did the Ordinance 
say about “prepared opium”? It wasin Section 
2 of the Ordinance in which prepared opium 
was defined and, sir, you will see it is not merely 
defined but is defined in such a way that shows 
[clearly that it is defined for the express and 
Specific purpose of considering how the 
privilege which is granted tothe opium farmer 
to prepare opium shall so far as relates to the 
infringement of the opium farmer's pri- 
vilege of preparing opium within this 
Colony mean—what shall it mean ’—mean 
opium which has been subjected to any degree of 
artificial heat for any purpose whatever and 
shall include dross opium whenever such a 
construction is consistent with the contents. 
Well. sir, what could be clearer than that? 
‘There is not merely a definition of prepared 
lopium there, but it is a definition of prepared 
opium which is expressly stated to relate to the 
infringement of the opium farmer's privilege. 
It is a provision of the law so that not 
merely the opium farmer but anybody else 
who deals in any way with any mixture of 


in this Colony in (nter alia) either opium pills |.a chemical material in which opium occurs may 


or opium wine or in both these articles.” I[ 
should have thought, sir, that the words “‘ infer 
alia” were sufficiently explicit, though in L&#tin 
and not in English, to convey that these gentle- 


know perfectly clearly what is meant by the 
words * prepared opium.” And that, sir, was 
passed by the Legislature, that provision is 
enacted by the Legislature not merely for the 


- men who brought in this petition in bringing } purpose of informing the opium farmer but also 
it in were not and did not purport to be solely !'for the purpose of informing other people. It 


or exclusively employed or engaged in the sole 


| 


is not merely necessary that the opium farmer 


events have some idea of what was meant 


& 
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should know the extent to. which he is protected . 
but it is also necessary that other. people should 
have it clearly defined what. fet may do 
or may not do vis a vs the opium farmer. 
Theretore this express provision was passed 
defining what prepared opium is to be, 
and it is expressly limited, as your Ex- 
cellency will see, to opium which has been sub-; . 
jected to any degree of artificial heat for any 
purpose whatever, and I think it extremely 
probable, as the learned senior member for the 
Chinese has suggested, that the reason why that 
definition was adopted-was that the Legislature 
intended to legislate for and had in their 
mind the preparation for the ge of 
smoking, and that is probably the reason why 
these words are inserted there. Then, sir, as if 
to make the matter doubly clear, as if to make 
sure that there could be no possibility of mis- 
take. farther down in the same section -of 
Ordinance 21 of 1891 there is a definition of 
preparation. Preparation, the eabjroting of 
opium of any kind to any degree of artificial 
heatfor any purpose whatever, shall be taken to 
be the preparing of such opium. Therefore, 
sir, the test there in that definition of prepara- 
tion, as in the test of prepared opium, is 
the test whether or not the opium has been sub- 
jected to any kind or degree of artificial heat, 
If it has not been subjected, if it does not fall 
within that, then no person in this Colony, no 
Magistrate, no Judge, no member of the execu- 
tive can possibly say that that opium has been 
prepared. 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL—That Ordinance 
is a dead letter. 

Hon. Mr. Pottock—That definition of pre- 
pared opium is expressly made with reference to 
the opium farmer's privilege. Now, in this matter, | 
as has been shown by the petition from the 
dealers in opium pills or wine, they have been. 
dealing in these pills and wine in this Colony 
for a great number of years. I think, analysing 
that petition, it would be seen that 16 of these 
firms out of the 83 have been dealing in this 
Colony unmolested in opium pills or wine for 
30 years or over; 24 out of the 83 have been 
dealing, in this Colony, inter alta in pills or 
wine, for 20 years or,over; and 40 tirms— 
roughly half—have been dealing in these 
pills or wine in this Colony for ten 
years or over. Some have been going on 
actually for 50 years, and one 60 years. 
Therefore, as will be seen, it is a long-establish- 
ed business, and yet these people who have been 


carrying on this business without let or 
hindrance for so y years are classed by the 
Law Officer of the Crown as smugglers. They 


are put in the same category as the people who 
are running a blockade, acting in breach of the 
law, and the expression is nsed constantly by 
him of “illicit sales,” What does ‘illicit ~ 
mean? “ Ilicit ” means unlawful or contrary 
to law ;and it is not unlawful or contrary to law 
to sell opium in any way which does not infringe 
the opium farmer's privilege or thia Ordinance 
which was passed to back him up unless the 
opium comes within the. definition of a prepara-— 
tion subjected to any degree of artificial heat 
for any purpose whatever. And preparation, 
I may mention, to make my meaning . 
absolutely clear. in the definition is express- 
ly stated as to be understood by the ex- 
pression “preparing of opium.” - Preparation 
is the subjecting of opium of any kind to any 
degree of artificial heat and for that purpose 
shall be taken to be the preparing of such 
opium. Therefore it is quite clear what prepared. 
opium means. It is quite clear what preparation 
means and what preparing means. The opium 
farmer stands or falls by this Ordinance. 
What has happened? Certain prosecutions—I 
do not know whether one or. more—but at any 
rate a prosecution was instituted at the instance 
of the opium farmer at the Magistracy. The 
Magistrate decided that he could not possibly 
say it was prepared opium and dismissed the 
case. That so far as this Council is concerned 
disposes of the matter until it is brought 
before some higher tribunal for an absolute 
finding on the question of. law. The opium 
farmer of course has his own legal advisers, 
and it is a matter which I think is well 
known that he has behind him some very clever 
and learned legal advisers, gentlemen who are 
perfectly able to protect his interests, and if 
they had considered that the decision of the 
Magistrate was wrong or in the smallest degree 
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open to question of course they would have 
advised him to take the matter at once up to 
the Supreme Court. Therefore to call these 
men smugglers was an entire misnomer. They 
Were not smugglers at, all. They were carry- 


ing on a business which 0 far as the 
decision of the Court was concerned had 
been decided to be legal. It has been 


decided at the Magistracy and the decision 
of the Magistrate must be taken by this 
Council; and I say without the slightest 
hesitation that the decision of the Magistrate 
wasright. There has been no attempt to take 
the matter up before the higher tribunal ; there 
had been no attempt to institute proceedings 
in any case but one, and the very able legal 
advisers at the back of the opium farmer felt 
that they could not do anything —that the case 
was hopeless. That was the only possible 
explanation of their not having taken the 
matter up to the Supreme Court. 

The ArTorNey-GENERAL—Probably the 
Supreme Court would have said the Magistrate 
wasright. . : 

Hon. Mr. Pottock—To speak of these men 
as par ple is preposterous when the Magis- 
trate decided that their business is legal. 

he ATTORNEY-GENERAL—He did not 
decide that. He decided that in a 
certain case brought before him he would not 
say that the opium which had been sold had 
heen subjected to any degree of heat. Now we 
propose to put in a clear definition in order to 
protect the opium farmer. 

Hon. Mr. Pottock—If these people were 


liable to be proceeded against at law they would ; 


have been proceeded against: the matter would 
have been carried up to the higher Court. It 
was found that they could not be proceeded 
against and therefore it was entirely a misnomer 
to speak of them as illicit dealers or sellers. | 
This trade has been carried on in this Colony | 
not merely for ten but 50 and 60 years past. 
It is just as lawful and legitimate a lusiness as 
selling sugar. Now, what is the position of the 
opium farmer? [tis suggested or ratherimplied 
that he is being subjected to some hardship. 
I say to that ‘emphatically, No. He has rot | 
exactly what he contracted for. what he tender- 
ed to get. Everybody is ipresumed t» know 
the law, and it is unthinkable that in this par- 
ticular case before the farmer tendered for this 
privilege he did not know that prepared opium 
ix defined by law; indeed the case is made 
stronger because the present farmer was also 
the previous farmer. He was not new to the 
business: he went into it with his eyes open. 
He has tendered for this privilege of prepared 
opium as defined by law, and had got it. It 


might be an unfortunate thing for them, as the | 


Attorney-General hinted in his speech, that 
this trade in pills was on the increase. 
This only showed there was a demand for 
them in this Colony, and as Dr. Ho 
-had pointed out it would be very unfair 
to interfere with these people who were carry- 
ing on this increasing business. the good will of 
which would also be increasing. The hon. At- 
torney-General had stated that the opposition 
was fictitious because it came from parties who 
were directly overridden and borne down by 
this proposed measure—the dealers. That was 
a most extraordinary argument to use. Sup- 
posing a law were passed to-morrow that no 
particular firms or persons but one should dea] 
in stationery, would it be called fictitious be- 
cause the other businesses dealing in stationery 
said this must be stopped; it is unfair as a por- 
tion of our business is being taken away. 
Surely such an opposition could not he dekcribed 
as fictitious’ Surely the people dealing in this 
legitimate business proposed to be intérfered 
with by this Bill have a better right than anybody 
else to say this legislation is unjustand unfair; itis 
doing away with a portion of our business: it is 
making our business which was previously car- 
ried on as legal and legitimate, unfair and 
unlawful, it is putting us entirely in the hands 


of the opium farmer ; it is wiping out our busi- | 


ness. Surely it is 
opposition of such people as fictitious ¥ 
When the hon. Attorney-General referred 
to the opposition of the dealers he seems 


- to have forgotten that there was in addition, 


a petition from the general Chinese community 
of this Colony which was very numerously 
signed—there heing 48 signatures of individual 
persons and 2178 of firms carrying on -business 


| doctors ‘on 


; containing many 


Kai ' been held into it. 


an 
improper to describe the tae Government 
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ee 


here, against this proposed measure : and in that 


| petition, although I can well understand there 
may have heen divergent opinions among 
the point. these 
m¢ntion that in their belief the 
opium pills or wine does help 
the opium habit. Of course, 
may think one way and some the other. but these 
petitioners set their signatures to it. Your 


taking of 
to break 


Excellency may possibly have omitted to note | 
; that in paragraph +4 of the petition these dealers 


“ submit, and can call witnesses in support of 
the submission. that the trade which they are 
carrying on in opium pills or opium wine ig 
actually beneficial to the Chinese inhabitants of 


| this Colony, on the ground that such pills and 
| wine afford a means of reacua from the degrad- 


ing vice of opium-smokin. such pills and wine 
other ingredients in addition 
to\opium or dross.” These people say that they 
can call evidence on the point, and in the last 
paragraph of the petition they suggest that if the 
Government is not satisfied with what is stated 
here a commission should be appointed. Now, 
sir, what have the Government done” There 
has been a kind of secret investigation hy the 
Re-istrar-General. 

His Exce,ttercy—I 
entitled to call it secret. 

Hon. Mr. Pottock —It is entirely secret 
from this Council: that is what I mean. 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL - Oficial. 

Hon. Mr. Pottock ~ Tt 
enquiry so far as this Council ix concern al. 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL—It is codaetod 
bya high officer of the Government aid inst 
be! official. 

Hon. Mr. Potiock =I do not acres with fhe 
Attorney-General. [t -is carried out by an 
official but is not official. At any rate it ix not 


do not think you are 


1a public enquiry. or by a commission or sume 


other public body such as parties have a right 
to] expect at the hands of this (Fovernment. 
These parties are prepared to call witnesses to 


| show that in some cases at all events the taking 
{of opium pills 
jim: weaning people from the habit. 


has had beneticial 


effects 
[ quite 
agree with the hon. Attorney-General —it is 
one of the few points on which I can agrees with 
him—that it isa pity that people cannot resine 
themselves from this habit by 
of. will. We must all feel that! Int we must also 
feel that some people are so constituted that these 
particular means are needed to wean them. no 
doubt gradually. from the habit of opium smok- 


ing: and I submit. sir. there being this strong 


body of Chinese opinion azainst this measure, 


{that at all events the least the Government 
could do would be to hold a public commission 
ofi enquiry. I think it will be found that in 
| England in recent times at any rate has such 
a measure as this been passed affecting several 
firms without full enquiry of some sort having 
As I say, there seems to 
have been some sort of enquiry hy the 
Registrar-General. but do not think so far 
asi the Council is concerned that we know 
anything about the particulars, excepting 
your Excellency. the Attorney-General. and the 
Registrar-General. We asa hody do not know 
to what extent theRegistrar-Genera!l has pro- 
bed into this matter, what enquiries he has made, 
or what answers he has got. We are only told 
a partial result of his negotiations by the 
Attorney-General. This is not a satisfactory 
way of dealing with the matter. and it is nota 
way which would commend itself to those who 
are most anxious ax everybody should be not to 
intents with people's business except after the 
fullest enquiry. Of course every member of 
this Council must feel that it is a big sum 
which the opium farmer has to pay for the 
menopoly in this Colony. but I agree with Dr. 
Ho Kaithatthat is a matter whichought to be—I 
am afraid it ix not entirely—irrelevant to the 
present discussion. The question is whether 
this Council by passing this measure will be 
doiug an act of justice or injustice 

I submit that upon a private enquiry 
official the Government 
is not justified in putting through 
this measure without a commission being 
appointed, and then we shall see and probably 
be; convinced that such a measure as this is 
desirable. But we cannot be convinced now. 
Here is a business to-day ; you propose to make 
it Tegal to-morruw. aud asx a foundation for 
that measure vou have simply tv go upon 
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petitioners |! 


some doctors | the Government wit 


isa purely unofficial : 
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a 
the report of an officer of the Govern- 
ment who. I have no doubt, has gone 
into the matter to the best of his ligats; 
but still we do not know what has been 
the scope of his investigations, and it beon 
conducted apparently from the point of view of 
the idea of supplying the 
Government with some answers to these peti- 
tions which have been sent in. I think the 
Registrar-General could hardly have approached 
the subject with an unbiassed mind, What is 
a decidedly unbiassed commission should be 
appointed and the whole question gone into. I 
need hardly point ont that it is a general 
principle of law which is generally followed out 
by courts of law that so far as possible—so 
chary are our courts of depriving anybody of 
rights without compensation —an Ordinance or 
asxtatute should be construed in such a way 
as not to take away a man's rights without his 
receiving compensation. . The courts always 
lean towards such construing of an Ordinance. 
They recognise that it is prima fucte unjust 
to take away a man's business arbitrarily 
without compensation, and yet the Government 
Proposes to take away these people's rights 
without giving them any compensation whatso- 
ever. That. as Dr. Ho Kai pointed out. is 
a very important principle ; the taking away of 
people's rights is very unjust and unfair, and 
a point upon which hon. members of Council 
should take a firm stand. It is radically unjust 
to take away people's rights in this way snd 
members of Council should not be parties 
to it. It is most unsatisfactory that all 
we should have to go upon in coming 
to a decision on this matter is merely the 
report of a Government officer which is not 
before us at all. The Attorney-General stated 
that the opium farmer could come hera to-day 
and say, “I stand upon my legal rights and 
demand nothing but justice.” Language like 
that xounds very bdautiful from the opium 
farmer to ns, but he does not stand upon his 
legal rights; the drawhack is tha: that is not 
correct. What he saysis, “I find. have not 
sufficient rights: L want to ba protected and I 
waut sufficient legislation to support me.” He 
does not stan] upon his present legal rights at 
all. He wants‘the Government to alter the 
Ordinance. to extend his rights and privileges 
by law. and ax showing that the farmer feels the 
weakness of his position, and that his legal ad- 
visers know it also. one has-only to consider 
those sops which were referred to by the Attor- 
ney-General. The farmer in return for the 
business of the dealers in opium wine and pills 
which the Attorney-General admits to be large 
in the aggregate—for getting all this into his 
pocket he is prepared to do what I would do in 
his place—to dole out certain concessions. He 
does not stand ‘upon his rights but wants his 
rights altered. and as the return for extending 
his rights at the expense of other people he 
doles out some concessions. That, sir, is his posi- 
tion. I do not know that there is any other 
point I should refer to, but it shows the 
disadvantage an unofficial is under when 
he comes here. for he finds the Government 
has prejudged the whole question. 

His Excetiency—I object to that remark 
of the hon. member that the Government come 
here with the whole case prejudged. 

Hon. Mr.. Pottoce—£ will explain. This 
Bill has been postpdned for two months or 
nearly two months. © 

His ExcELLENcy—To meet the convenience 
of the hon. member. | 

Hon. Mr. Pottock—Not on the last occasion. 
And now it has heen brought on again. 
It msans that the Executive of this 
Colony has decided that: it is a good thing to 
pass this measure: and if is a well-known fact 
that the official members of this Council are 
not at liberty to express their individual or 
private opinions. Therefore unofficial members 
come here very often practically with their case - 
prejudged. a : 

THe CoLontaL Szcretany—That is irrele- 
vant. 

Hon. Mr. Pottock—The Colonial Secretar y. 
may call it irrelevant. but itis a somewhat 
disheartening position for a member to occup 
in this Council? The hon.: member may think 
it irrelevant. but I think the correctuess of it 
cannot possibly bedenied. But ifthe matter has 
not been prejudged it seems|to me that if your 
Excellency desires unbiassed opinion from the 


vi 


: 
| 


386 


members of this Council by leaving the official 
members absolutely free to vote as they 
like that will be a very fair solution of that 
difficulty. Again I say it is very unsatisfact ory 
that the case should be before us without; a 
commission having gone into it and the whole 
“matter being threshed out. I oppose the seco d 
reading. 

Hon. Gersuom Stewart— Your Excellency. 
Thad no intention of addressing the Coungil 
on such a technical matter as opinm until Mr. 
Pollock made his concluding remarks in 
which he left it to be inferred that the unofficial 
members were entirely with him in opposing 
this Bill. I have had one or two conversations 
about it and I must say I support the Govern- 
ment, and-think their contention is quite a fair 
one in protecting the opium farmer in his 
monopoly. “Opium is a subject of a very 
technical nature and one is naturally averse to 
giving an opinion about the inner workings 
of it. At the same time think 
there are certain principles on which I 
fail to agree with Dr. Ho Kai and 
Mr. Pollock. It has been up to the present 
moment entirely a lawyer's battle. Into that 
battle I only enter with diffidence. Atthe same 
time it seems to me there are other aspects beside 
the strictly legal ones. I do not agree with 
Dr. Ho Kai and Mr. Pollock that the words of 
the Prepared Opium Ordinance 


been -subjected to artificial heat. 
little further. What is artificial heat ? 


subjecting it to some heat, and it seems 


lawyers to fight out. There is one point that 


seems odd and that is to find that there 
are 83 places which deal in opium. I thought 
In that case we may 
It is an unfair 
thing for these petitions to come here and say 


there was only one. 
have a thousand apparently. 


that these people who buy the pills are those 
who seek relief from the opium habit. 


at auctions here or is it brought into Hong- 


kong? The Attorney-General's terms may 


appear harsh. but still this opium must be 
brought in clandestinely. 


The ATTORNEY-GENERAL.—It is brought in 


illicitly, secretly. 

His Exce,tiency—lf it is raw opium no 
one can have it in his possession in quantities 
of less than one chest. 

Hon. Mr. StewaRt—The opium does uot 
grow here so it must be brought, in and if so 
that privilege of the farmer is being infringed. 
‘With regard to these small shops where the 
opium traffic is carried on, I think if 
they were allowed to multiply they would do 
the Colony a great deal of harm. The biggest 
mistake the Government could ‘commit would 
be not to keep as much coutrol as possible over 
that objectionable habit. The opium farmer in 
this case was, I think. acting quite within 
his rights in seeking protection from these 
small dealers. J understand the Government 
took steps to counteract the morphine 
This Bill to-day is merely an applicatj 
same principle. On moral grounds/and on the 
general principle of fairness I think we should 
protect the opium farmer. 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL—-Your Excellency. 
I have nothing to withdraw of what I said. 
What I have said is that owing to the illicit 
introduction of opium into this Colony and the 
preparation thereof in the Colony and owing to 
the difficulty of prevention from the faulty 
language in the definition. the opium farmer 
requires that protection which an Ordinance 
alone can give him; that is the short and 
long of it. I have not come here with it 
prejudged. nor has the Government pre- 

dit. What the hon. member meant was 
that the Government had, well considered 
thé matter. We were forced to take this 
action because it was brought to the notice of 
this Council that in the matter of the introduc- 
tion of 
Ordinan 


opium into Hongkong the spirit of the 


settle 
the question altogether. The Ordinance lays 
down that prepared opium is that which has 
You go a 
It 
seems to me it is a reasonable contention to say 
that you cannot make opium into a pill without 
me 
that it is heat other than that generated by'the 
opium itself that must be used; I do not think 

exe pills can come into being in the natural 
way. The legal aspect of it I will leave: the 


Dr. Ho 
Kai has informed us that the opium farmer 
cannot deal in raw opium. Is it then bought 


ce could be infringed if not the letter. 
The intention was to give the opium farmer in farmer's opium 
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return for a large sum of money id 
into the revenue an exclusive monopoly, Gnss 
you admit the principle of a monopoly you are 
bound to admit the principle of the absolute 
and full protection of it. I will not take up the 
Council uny more because I have fully explained 
the position of the Government. his is no 
new law. Hon. Mr. Pollock took the narrow 
view of it. Possibly he has an unconscious 
bias after he has been considering it pro- 
fessionally to those who object to this 
matter, and it may be that it will not be 
safe for us to follow blind-led where we should 
otherwise be prepared to go. if they were sure 
he was absolutely unbiassed in the matter. I 
can only say he has chargedus with coming here 
with the case prejudged. but as he had been 
carefully considermy and offering advice 
to thoxe who opposed this measure, in the 
opinion of this Council his opposition to the Bill 
did not come with that weight which would 
otherwise attach to it. With regard to the pro- 
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believed that the trade of these dealers in 
pills and wine has increased because’ 
wish to avoid the opium habit there 

something in their cry. But this is what we 
find written in one of the leading Chinese 
newspapers in an article against this very Bill. 
This shows, I think, what the real business of 
these opium pill dealers has been of late. 
“ Swallowing anti-opium ao is more handy 
than smoking opium with lamp and pipe. 
Opium smokers who a pia to be travelling or 
in mourning or watched by their parents or 
relatives prefer to use anti-opium pills 
substitute for opium. Prices for ‘prepared 
opium will undoubtedly be raised on acconnt of 
the fee for the opium monopoly being consider- 
ably increased. Coolies of the poorer class 
who cannot afford to smoke opium will be 
compelled to use anti-pills instead. If they 
cannot obtain anti-opium pills they will leave 
the Colony and the result will be a lack of 
coolie labour in the Colony.” ‘That is the way 


as a8 


secution at the Magistracy. which was brought | the man in the street looks at this Bill, a very 


by the opium farmer, the case failed because 
you cannot get a man to come forward and 
swear that he saw heat applied to it and there- 
fore the Magistrate dismissed the case with 
costs.. We now ask you to alter the definition 
so that the opium farmer may be protected from 
these illicit dealers. It was asked by the hon. 
member why the case was not taken to the 
Supreme Court. I do not know what the decision 
there might have been. What we ask this Coune:1 
to do is to give effect to that protection of the 
opium farmer which it intended. Your 
Excellency I submit that nothing that has 
fallen’ from either the hon. member for 
the Chamber of Commerce or from Hon. 
Dr. Ho Kai—the first part of whose 
speech wax extremely interesting historically 
—has any relevance to the subject, and I move 
that the Bill be read a second time. 

His ExceLLency—Gentlemen. the Govern- 
ment has been accused of bringing in this Bill io 
interfere with vested interests and thereby doing 
an injustice to certain traders in this Colony. In 
the first pluce I claim fcr the Government an 
absolute right of dealing with a drug like 
opium in any way. as it is the undoubted 
right of the Government to deal with the 
sale of alcoholic liquor in any way 
pleases. or things like arms. Can it be denied 
that owing to the heavy increase in the arms 
licence the business of every Chinese arms 
dealer in this Colony has been absolutely 
closed, and can it be denied that 
the Government did that with their eyes 

ish 


open, of malice prepense if you so Wi 


to call it raised the licence so high 
that we caused these arms dealers 
to close? Can anyone say that these 


men had a right to be compensated for the 
businesses that they lost? Can it be deni- 
ed that various dealers in spirituous liquors 
have of late owing to the large increase 
in the price of licences closed their businesses ? 
Or will anyone contend that they should be 
compensated because they can no_ longer 
afford to take outa licence. How did 
the opium farm ever come into ex- 
istence? Did | hon. members know that 
in days gone by the preparation of and dealing 
in opium was licensed out to licencees, and 
this Government for its own objects. wanting 
to control the traffic in opium, swept away all 
these licencees and put the licence in the hands 
of one man. Did anyone claim at the time that 
these licencees whose businesses had been 
swept away should be compensated ? But 
while claiming ‘the right to iplace this 
monopoly in the hands of one man to the exclu- 
sion of all others, I say that careful investiga- 
tion shows that these petitioners. those of them 
who have been dealing in these pills, have got no 
real claim for consideration. They took out 
licenses for three years, from 1895 till 
1898, to deal in these pills. They 
admitted so when they were licensed 
ey were trafficing in opium. Sub- 
sequently, owing to the smallness of their 
businesses, the opium farmer considered it 
not necessary to license them. Now the price 
for smoking opium has been enormously rai 
owing to the large increase in the fees, and the 


Government find that. while the business 
‘ef these dealers has increased, at the 
same time the sale of the . opium 

has decreased. If we 


it’ 


different light indeed from that in which the 


objections to it have been presented 
to us. I find on_ investigation that 
the sale of opium pills in the Colony 
is about 9,000 bottles a year. Large 


bottles are sold at 25 cents and small ones at 
11 cents. If we strike an average we will 
see that the sales amount to between $2000. and 
i $3000 per annum, and this is the enormous and 
: valuable trade that we are accused of interfering 
with. ntlemen the only point to my mind that 
has been made to-day was perhaps that of the 
wholesale dealers of these pills who deal in them 
for the purpose of export. There are such 
dealers, and no doubt their trade is very 
much larger than that of the retail 
dealers who are simply trying to cut into 
the monopoly of the opium farmer. I do 
not know whether. the Government would 
be able to arrange anything with the farmer in 
the matter of licensing these wholesale dealers 
and placing those valuable goods which come 
from Canton in bond while in ‘the Colony 
and allowing them to export them out of bond ; 
but on behalf of the Government I undertake 
to try and arrange something’ of the sort 
so that no suspicion of injustice may rest 
upon our heads. (Applause). 
On a division there voted for the second yead- 
ing—the Colonial- Secretary, the Attorney- 


Re be 


General. the Registrar-General, the Colonial - 


Treasurer, the Director of Public Works, the 
Harbour Master, Sir C. A. Chater, Hon. Ger- 
shom Stewart and Hon. W. J. Gresson (9); and 
against—Hon. Dr. Ho Kai, Hon. Wei Yuk, 
and Hon. H. E. Pollock. ° 

The second reading was accordingly carried. 


——— 


FINANCE COMMITEEE. 
A meeting of the Finance Committee was 


held after the Council, the Colonial Secrotary — 


(Hon. A. M. Thompson) presiding. 
The following votes were passed :— 
COTTON-GROWING IN THE NEW TERRITORY. 
The Officer Administering the Government 
recommended the Council to vote a sum o 


$200 in aid of the vote Botanical and Afforesta- - 


tion Department, under Other Charges, for 
preliminary experiments in cotton-growing in 
the New Territories. . 

READJUSTMENT OF LOTS. 

The Officer Administering the Government 
recommended the Council to vote a sum of 
$34,700 in aid of the vote Public Works, 
Extraordinary, for readjustment of Kowloon 
Marine Lots 44-46 and Kowloon Inland Lots 
887-897, Taikoksnui. a 

TREE-PLANTING. 

The Officer Administering the Government 
recommended the Council to vote a sum of 
$1,500 in aid of the vote Botanical and Affores- 


tation Department, Other Charges, for tree- - 


planting. 

This was all the business. 

From the Peking and Tientsin Times we see 
that the Dallas 


cmpeny total receipts in 
Tientsin for saven nights were $8,999, but on 
the last night a number of complimentary 
tickets were given to the guarantors and their 
friends. The Company only played four nights 


in Shanghai, and open here at the Theatre 


Royal to-morrow. 
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HONGKONG SANITARY 
BOARD : 
A mecting of the Sanitary Board was held 


on the 19th inst. in the Board Room. Hon. 
Dr. J. M. Atkinson resided, and there were 


also present Hon. P. N. Jones (Vice-President). 
_ Hon. A. W. Brewin, Registrar-General ; Mr. 
Fong Wa Chun; Colonel W. E. Webb, 


R.AM.LC.; Mr. A. Rumj 
Pollock, K.C.; Mr. E. A. ewett; Dr. W. W. 
Pearse, Medical Officer of Health; Mr, FJ, 
Badeley, Captain Superintendent of Police ; 


Dr. Barnett; and Mr. T. A. Hanmer (Acting 
Secretary). 


The minutes of the | 
firmed. 


ain; Hon. H. E. 


ast meeting were con- 


ESTIMATES FoR 195. 
. A minute by the Medical Officer of Health 
recommended that certain works be provided 
for in the Estimates for Public Works for 1905. 

The PResrpEntT said that with reference to 
this minute he did not know whether the mem- 
bers desired to consider the matter in committes. 
A mortuary at Yaumati required consideration, 
and also the matter of public bath houses at 
Kowloon and Western Street. The bath house for 
Chinese at Wanchai was a great success; the 
more they had the better. Moreover, if these 
were granted the temporary bath house at 
Western andl Centre Streets could be done away 
with. He moved that a recommendation be 
forwarded to the Government. 

Mr. Func Wa Cuun seconded. 

Mr. HEWETT supported the motion. saying 
he thought, from a sanitary viewpoint, that they 
had better have bath houses all over the City. 
The Chinese would use them very larzely. | 

The motion was put to the meeting and 
carried. 

DRAINAGE OF THE CITY, 

Further correspondence was laid on the table 
with reference to the drainage of the City. 

Mr. Rumjahn minuted :—‘ I strongly object 
to the werds ‘sanitary surveyor’ in Bye-law 
2? as suggested by the Acting M.O.H. until 
the Colony has been provided with a proper 
qualified man. as those holding the same position 
in England must be civil engineers and must 
pass a certain examination in hygiene and 
public sanitation and are invariably members of 
the Sanitary Lostitute.” 

Mr. Lau Chu Pak:—“This should be 
referred to the sub-committee.” 

Mr. Hewett :—“ Refer to the sub-committee.” 

The D. P.W.:—*I presume Mr. Rumjahn 
does not refer to the acting Sanitary Surveyor ?” 

Mr. Rumsaun thought a qualified drainage 
surveyor should be provided for Hongkong, one 
of the largest shipping ports of the world. 

The PResipENT proposed that they leave 
the matter to the committee already appointed. 
Mr. Hewett seconded and it was carried. 
EXTERNAL AIR. 

Further correspondence was received relative 
to the question of external air in respect of 
Nos. 4 to 66, Bridges Street, 

The PRESIDENT recommended an exemption 
be granted. 

Mr. Fune Wa Cuun seconded and it was 
granted. . 

EXEMPTION. 

The Board also considered an application for 
exemption from the requirements of Sub-section 
4 of Section 188 of the Buildings Ordinance. 

The PREesipENT explained that this applica- 
tion was from the new hospitial adjacent to the 
Nethersole Hospital. A great quantity of earth 
would have to be cut away to cet the proper 
width. He proposed that exemption be o ranted. 

Mr. HEWETT seconded. and the motion was 
agreed to 

Further correspondence was considered re- 
lative to the application for exemption from 
the provisions of Sections 180 (1) and 141 of 
Ordinance 1 of 1903, in respect of No. 438, 
Des Voux Road. 

The Presipent stated that these premises 
were to 
would have to come before the board again. 

THE PEAK STATION. 

A plan was submitted for a proposed urinal 
in the engine-house at the Peak Tramway | 
terminus, 

Mr. Hewett said he went six times a day 
past this vicinity. At times thore was no water 
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CHINA OVERLAND TRADE REPORT. 
in the place at ‘all, or, at all events, an ex- 
oodingly small supply. 

The Presipent, interru 
alluding to the water in the engine house. 

Mr. Hewett said he knew, but if they had 
no water in the engine house they could not use 
it—(laughter), Besides, that 
should not be used for flushing urinals; it 
would be more appropriate for household 
+) 8e8, 

olonel W ss said that if the water went to 
waste it would be better to use it at the urinal. 
In the dry season they could use buckets. He 
made a proposition to this effect. 

The PRESIDENT seconded. 

Mr. Hewerrt asked what was meant by the 
dry season. His coolies and other coolies eked 
out bs drop of water from the place that they 
could. 

Dr. ATKINEON said it was only intended to 
use the water that went through the engine. 

Mr. Hewett contended that this would not 
be sufficient to flush an urinal properly. 

It was decided to make enquiries into the 
matter. 


pting. said they were 


BAKEHOUSES. 

Correspondence relative,to the applications 
for Bake-house Licences, in respect of Nos. 2] 
and 30, Sham Shui Po. and the unsatisfactory 
condition of the drainage in that village was 
received. ; 

The PRESIDENT moved that the application be 
granted on condition that the premises he kept 
clean, whitewashed. etc. 

Hon. Mr, Pottock seconded, and the motion 
was agreed to. ~ 

Further correspondencs relative to tha 
application for a Bakehouse Licence, in respect 
of No. 34, Queen's Road Central. was ulso 
considered. 

Mr. Hewett thought that Mr. Weisminn 
should be treated the same as anyone ‘else, 
There should not be urinals unless o proper 
supply of water was provided. A bake house 
license might be granted on condition that the 
waterclosets be removed. 

It was decided that if Mr. Weismann could 
get an independent supply of water he could 
use the closets. 

RAT RETURN. 

It was reported that during the fortnight 
ended 16th May 1,050 rats. of which 9 were 
infected,were caught. 

_ WATER ANALYSIS. 

The Government Analyst reported that his 
analysis of the public water supplies showed the 
water to be of excellent quality. 


COLLISION BETWEEN HONGKONG 
AND CANTON. } 


ee 


[FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT. | 
Canton, 19th May. 

The night steamer Taton has been in 
collision with the Kwangtung off the Salt Flats, 
near Whampoa. 

It is understood that the Awangtung. at the 
time, was endeavouring to avoid a fishing-junk 
which was sunk. 

The Taton, as far as I can gather, struck the 
Kwangtung on the port quarter. 

Both steamers. sustained heavy damage, 
amounting, perhaps, to $15,000. 

Passengers had to take native boats to come 
to Canton. 

(The Awangtuug is a steamer belonging t 
the Yuen On 8.8. Co. Ld.. running between 
Hongkong and Canton in conjunction with 
the Shin On s.s. Awongchow. The Taion is a 
river steamer belongiog tothe Tai On 8.8. 
Co.. Ld.—Ep. D.P.] ; 


’ 


THE DALLAS CO. AT THE THEATRE 
ROYAL. 


The Dallas Company opened at the 
Theatre Royal for a second short season on 
Monday last. Aitty Grey was the piece selected 
for the first night and it was repeated on 
Tuésday with fair success. On Wednesday 
the| Company played Floredora to a good 
house. Mr. Percival Knight as usual greatly 
amused the audience, his part being that 
of Anthony Tweedlepunch, the phrenologist. 
Mr. Frank Cochrane abl rsonated Frank 
Abercold. and Mr. Albert b. Rees took the role 


precious water | 


of Cyrus W: Gilfain, proprietor of the Ialaud of 
Florodora. Dolores, the heroine, was pleasing y 
impersonated by Miss Ernestine Wut... 

he piece proved a good “ hit,” ; 
On Thursday the Dallas Musical Dramatic 
Company were again favoured with a very fair 
house, when they reproduced the ever popular 
musical comedy Florodora. As in the previous 
performance the principal parts were anstained 
with considerable animation. and the pleasing 
witticisms of Anthony Tweedlepunch, ‘so ably 
impersonated by Mr. Percival Knight, were 
undoubtedly the feature of the performance. 
One and all worked hard to make the play a 
success, and taking into consideration the draw- 
backs consequent upon the time of the year; 
the evening's performance was quite up to the 
standard expected of this well-known company. 


AMOY. 


[FROM OUR CORRESPONDENT] 
Amoy, 13th May. 
SOCIAL NEWS. 
Dr. Merz has returned: from Tsinanfu and 
resumed chargy of the German Consulate here. 
Mr. J. J. Danne, Messrs. Jardine, Matheson & 
Co,’s Agent. is shortly proceeding to Shanghai, 
his successor, Mr. A. E. Allen, having already 
arrived. Mr. Dunne's departure will cause a 
vacancy in the Kulangsu Municipal Council, 
NAVAL MOVEME®TS, 

We have beew exceptionally well favoured 
with visi's from man-of-warlitely, HII. d.’s 
Veltor Pisani left for Singapore homeward 
bound on 3vth ult.. the Marco Polo also sailing 
same day, for Shaoghat. U.8.8. Frolic from 
Chefno left. for Cavite on 2ad after a short slay. 
Our old friend H.M.8, R-umbler arriz d from 
Hongkong on 2nd inst. and will be here or in 
the vicinity for some mouths ; ber fast survey is 
being finished off and additional work done 
ousids the entrance to Amoy. The Chilis 
traiping-sbip Ceneral Baquedano put in here 
for a day or two whilst oa oer way from Hong- 
kong to Shaughai; she experienced rather heavy 
weather on the way up. : e 

The British fleet is honouring us with a 
brief visit, having arrived last Wednesday. The 
vessels are H.M.S, Glory, Albvon, Ocean, Venge- 
ance, Centurion, and Amphitrite. This is 
prub bly the most powerful squadron that has 
visited Amoy. and the formidable appearange 
presented by the ships as they steamed into 
port in two columns was the subject cf much 
satisfied comment amongst the spectators who 
turned out to view the arrival of the fleet. 

he latest arrival isH.M S. Sirius; she will 

leave to-morrow for Hongkong and sinyupore. 


CANTON, 


+ > 
[FROM THE “CHUNG NGOI SAN Po."] 


BUTCHERS ON STRIKE. 

Some days ago all the butchers in Chinchow 
Prefecture went on strike, their grievance being 
a new tax. Maerchants, ‘traders, oto, fearing 
that they also would be likewise burdened, cinsed 
anonymous posters (saying that a heavy com- 
bination would with violence oppose t: e new 
tax) to be placarded liberally. A few days 
later, when tLe military and others went to the 
Confucius Temple to hold service, the incensed 
populace surrounded 7h bu'lding. threatening 
to set fire to it. e Hoiyeung . Distrivt 
Magistrate thereupon sent ont yamen-ru ners 
to make arrests. As the ruuners were helpless 
against the mob, who stoned them, the Taotai 
called out a company of soldiers to escort the 
officers from the temple to his yamen. The 
rioters then made an attack on the Butcher-tax 
Farmer's house, taking out his furniture and 
burning it. Officials became. greatly excited 
as rumours were current to the effect that 
members of the Samtim Society were 
persuading the peuple to seize the city. Nex- 
day the gates w. re closed at 2 p.m. 

The Taotai, after “hanging fire” a little 
longer, had to give way ; he personally visited 
each street and asked the storekeepers to resume 
business. : 

CHARGE AGAINST A MAGISTRATE. 

Viceroy Shum is making s charge against 
Pui King Fook, the Iste Namhoi magistrate, 
He has engaged three Portuguese lawyers from 
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Macao, who have secured three witnesses, clarks 
in the Namhoi Magis racy, for the prosecution. 
EA8T RIVER, 

The Viceroy proposas to establish a Water 
Police Stat on on the East River, near Shek- 
Inng. It is to be composed of tw» officers and 
62 constables, etc. Boats, both large and small, 
will now have to bs registered. $430 paid 
monthly as a tax by four juoks trading regulac- 
ly between Canton and Sbeklung, towed by 
steam-lanoch.s, is in part to defray expen-es of 
the scheme. 


— 


SUPREME COURT. 


Monday, 16th May. 


Berore His Hoxour Str WILLIAY M. 
Goopman (CHIEF JUSTICE). 
A CHINESE BANK'S FAILURE. 
The partners of the Po Fung bank came up 
for public examination in bankruptcy. Mr. 


H. W. Looker. of Messrs Deacon. Looker, & 


_ Deacon, solicitors, appeared for Kwong Kam 
Nam, one of the partners. Various creditors 
were represented by Mr. J. Hastings. solicitor ; 
Mr. 8. W. Tso, solicitor; Mr. E. A. Bonner, of 
Messrs. Dennys and Bowley, solicitors; and 
Mr. F. Paget Hett. of Mr. G. K. Hall 
Brutton’s office. 

K;wong Kam Nam, partner in the firm. ex- 
amined by the Official Receiver (Mr. Bruce 
Shepherd), said there was one other partner in 
the business, which was started in September or 
October, 1901. Before that he was in 
California. He put $38,0U0 in cash into the 
business. 

Mr. Hastings at this stage objected to the 
presence of the debtor's partner in the Court 
during his examination. It was alleged 
on behalf of the creditors thai these 
two men were fraudulently concealing from 
the Court that they had other partners. 
rich men, fully capable of paying the debts 
of the firm. One of them had made statements 
in writing as to these partners, which statements 
they had got in their hands. Yet now the 
debtors claimed that they had nopartners. He 
thought it was important that the two debtors 
should be examined separately. 

The Official Receiver did not think there was 
any objection to the presence of the other deh- 
tor during the examination of his partner. 
They were co-debtors. 

His Lordship held that it was not necessary 
that the partner should be out of Court. 

Examination continued—His partner Chung 
Kai Yu put $5,000 into the business. No other 
people put any capital in. They carried on 
business as Chinese bankers. advancing money 
on promissory notes and scrip shares. When the 
receiving order was made they had advanced in 
this manner $140.000 (odd) principal. They 
owed people nearly $120,000. When their 
friends deposited money with them they were 
paid simple interest at market rates. The raté 
of interest was about one per cent. a month. 
Now it was not so much—about six-tenths per 
cent. He did nothing in the business but 
keep the keys. The taking in and paying 
out of money was done by apprentices. 
He never took any money out of the safe 
on his own account. His partner owed the 
bank $4,800 and had also advanced to him 
$55,000 as partner of the Yee Chung firni. 
‘When he was in California he kept a pawnshop. 
He found out that the bank was insolvent in 
March of this year. There was a run on the 
bank. At that time their liabilities amounted 
to nearly $120.000 and assets to about S$140.000 
in promissory notes. etc. If all the bank's cre- 
ditors had paid, the bank would have had more 
than sufficient to meet their liabilities. 
His partner drew out from the bank 
for another business of his at Kong- 

moon a further sum of &15.000, making 
in all $69,000 that he drew out. When Chung 
Kai Yu took that money ont he said he was in 


@ position to pay it back. He was to pay 
interest on it. When the run on the bank 


commenced they borrowed money to stave off 
the demands upon them. He did not know 
how much they borrowed. He was not aware 
that the books of the firm showed that they 
received $99.(K0 between Ist February and 9th 
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March. 
spent. 

- Chung Kai Yu. the other partner in the 
bank. deposed that he had been _a banker 
for nine years. He joined the Po Fung bank 
about three years ago. The $5.009 he put into 
the business was his own money and was paid 
in cash. 

By his Lordship -No one except. Kwong 
Kam Nam and himself had any interest in the 
Po Fung bank at present. He did not know 
about partners: Kwong Kam Nam would know 
nbout that. In Chinese firms there were big and 
little shares. He and Kwong Kam Nam held 
the big shares, When the business was floated 

(i;Kwong Kam Nam told‘him the names of some 

\jxmall shareholders —Kwong Ysat Hong. Kwong 

| Yiek Nam, Lai Yu Fong, Ma Fo Tsai. and Ho 
Yat Hing. These names did not appear in the 
partnership book. 

The examination was afterwards adjourned. 


He did not know how that money was 


Tuésday. ]7th May. 


Berore Hrs Honour Ste WILiiam M. 
; GOODMAN (CHIEF JUSTICE). 


LAND COURT APPEAL CASE. 

Mr. M. W. Slade, barrister-at-law (instructed 
by Mr. J. Scott Harston. of Messrs. Ewens & 
Harstun. solicitors), appeared in support of a 
motion for leave to appeal to the Full Court 
against a decision of the Land Court in respect 
to certain foreshore land near Laichikok, in the 
New Territory. The Crown was represented 
by the Attorney-General, Hon. Sir Henry 8. 
Berkeley (instructed by Mr. F.B. L. Bowley. 
Crown Solicitor. 

Mr. Slade stated that the appellant was 
Tang Tsu U. 54. Hollywood Road. and 
the land concerned : was Claim C.A., 
Survey District No. 4. It was an appeal 
against a judgment of the President of the 
Land Court dated Isth February. 1904, 

; a decree that on 20th August, 1906, the grants 
to the appellant herein hecame voidable and 
might have been cancelled by the Chinese 
Government at any time by the non-fulfilment- 
of the terms on which they were issued, and that 
the Government of Honskong had the right to 
cancel the said grants by reason of having 
succeeded to the rights of the Government of 
China on Ist July, 189%. on the ground that 
the said portion of the said judgment -was 
erroneous both in fact and in law, and on the 
ground that the evidence of the witness Lau 
Chi Peng was improperly admitted. 

Having heard couusel. 

His Lordship. without indicating any opinion 
as to whether or no the President of the Land 
Court was wrong upon any of the points men- 
tioned by counsel, gave the appellant leave to 
appeal to the Full Court. subject to his givins 
security to the satisfaction of the Ragistrar to 
the amount of 82.500 for costs. in the terms of 
his motion paper, provided such appeal be 
brought within three months. 


In SUMMARY JURISDICTION. 


Berore His Honour T. Sercomse SMITH 
(PUISNE JUDGE). : 


ALLEGED BREACH OF CONTRACT. 

Ho Chan Tong. carrying on business as the 
Shing Kee firm of Chantsun. near the boundary 
of the New Territory on the Chinese side, and 
presently residing at 94, Bonham Strand East, 
sued Cheung San, master of the junk Tsun 
iing (2594). also of Chantsun. for 8332 dam- 
ages in respect of br-ach of contract to deliver 
certain goods shipped from Chantsun on board 
defendant's junk to the Ko Wa Lung Kee firm. 
94, Bonham Strand East. Mr. E. A. Bonner. of 
Messrs. Dennys and Bowley. solicitors, appeared 
for the plaintiff. and Mr. G. K. Hall Brutton. 
solicitor, for the defendant. 

Mr. Benner stated that upon 25th March 
the plaintiff shipped 60 bundles of Chinese 
paper consigned to the Ko Wa Lung Kee of 
Hongkong. He wasa merchant who frequently 
had goods consigned to him which he sent to 
yarious firms in Hongkong, and he had to pay 
duty to the Chinese Customs. The consignees, 
the Ko Wo Lung Kee, had previously traded as 
the Ko Wa: it was in March that they changed 
their style. ‘he goods were shipped on board 
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defendant's junk, but were not delivered to the 
Ko Wa Lung Kee. The owner of the junk 
brought back a receipt purporting to be chopped 
by the firm. ; 

After hearing witnesses, 

His Lordship non-suited the plaintiff with 
costs on the ground that he was not the proper 
party to bring this action, he not being owner 
of the goods but simply having been employed 
to forward them. ; 


In CrirminaL JURISDICTION: 


Wednesday, 18th May. 


Brvore Siz W. M. Goovman (CHIEF 
J USTICB). 


ALLEGED ARSON, 

- Tam Wan, a Chinaman, was charged ,with 
setting fire toa dwelling house, persons being © 
therein. Sir H. Spencer Berkeley tat . 
General) prosecuted, and Mr. N. H. Blade,’ 
barrister-at-law, instructed by Mr. P. .- 
Goldring, solicitor, of Mr. Joho Hastings's 
office, appeared on bshalf of the defendant. 

Prisouer pleaded not guilty. 

The following jurors were empanelled :— 
Messrs. Alfredo Maria Roza, Charles Lee, Isaac 
Turner, Albert Schmidtborou, Arthur Pearson 
Goodwin, Kdward Stephen, and Sassoon Kara 

‘| Moses. 

In opening the case the Attorney-Geaeral 
said the facts were that on the 9th 
April a fire occurred at No. 138, Wellingtor 
street, a four story house. The fire brok» out 
in the early hours in the morning between two 
and three o'clock. “At this housa the occupant 
of the s-cond floor had insurances, cove ing 
furniture. goods, clothing, etc., total ing $4,000, 
These insurances had been issued all within a 
month. under the name of Puo ‘Tak. On the 
9th March the men in question had taken out a 
policy for $2,000, on the 18th March another 
policy for $1.00, and on the 24th March a third 
for $1,000. All the policies were for the sec ind 
floor. ‘I'he fire occurred, as previously mentioned, 
on the 9th April, a fow days after the last policy 
wastaken out Paople were living both above sad 
below the second floor. When the police arrived 

shortly after the fire had started the second and 
third floors were burning fiercely. The fire, 
thorefore, started either on the second or third 
floor ; there was no fire on the firs’ floor. Each 
floor was let to separate tenants. The ground 

floor was occupied by a shoemaker and a 
silyersnith, the first by a family house, 
second by defendant, and third by a storekeeper. 
A witness of the second floor would state that 
she first saw the fire on the staircise leading 
from the fi-stto the second floor. The prisoner 
and his wife were servants to Huog-Hang Chi — 
but at the time of thy fire this min wv at 
Canton. The theory of the prosscation was 
first that Hung Haog Chi had gone to Canton, 
leavi:g the other man to burn the -house. The 
{enant on the first foor was awakened by cries 
of “fire,” aud getting up saw fire on the stairs 
half-way between the first and second floors. 


| This pareon got water and put ont the fiumes; 


there were bundles of fi e-wood on the stairs, 
This witn»s: also saw a rvom on ths second floor 
burning, He ran down the stairs and com. 
menced to remove his boxes. Anuther 
witness who saw fire on the stiies ran out 
and gave an alarm. A man living next door 
heard shouts from his neighbours, and forced 
his way through a partitiva on the verandsh, 
with the r guls that he foand a quantity of 
paper lanterns burniog. No one saw the 
prisonar sat fire to the honse—it was very rare 
in arson oases that anyone did. Thare were 
threa fires:—one fira in the room,. one. 
on the staira, agd one on the verandah. 

Evidence was led. 7 

Included amonsz the witnesses were the per- 
gous spoken of by tha Attorney-General. Potioe 
Inspector Gourlay said he was the first of ths 
Polica Force to seo the fire, He jadgai that it 
must have s‘arted in the back part of the 
building. > 

-Mr. Judah, of Messra. Turner & Co., was called 
upon to give evidence regarding the first men- 
tioned insurance poliey. The Attorney-General 
axked him a leading question as to the premises. 
Mr. Slade rosa to his feet and vigorously objected 
to the Attorney-Geueral’s ques:ion. Witness 


« 


a ae ess eee 


Bee: ot 


mrreery) 
Le ameter 


Cat cart 


. Suffic'ent circumstantial evidence to return a 
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_ After his Lordship had som 
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perve: 
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eer ee 
said that the premises insured were the top floor 
and not the second floor. 


CHINA OVERLAND TRADE REPORT. 
ec ee ee 


The Attorney-General remarked that was 


p detail. At any rate he could not have been 
Farther avidence went to show that Pun Tak | more than 15 or 16 years of age at the time. 


and Hing Hang Chi were the sams man. The woman and her hushand got the lease. 

.On the Attorney-General closing his case Chan Tso left the land and went to live at 
Mr. Blade said that he hed no witnesses, ; Chungshdwa. giving the defendants the 

The Attorney-General read a statement by : squatters lease held hy his father. Defendants 
the prisoner, afterwards saying that on the man's | went to live on the plot, built a hnt. and 
own admission he was left in chargs of the pre- adopted the name of the deceased Chan Cheung 
mises In qu:stion, Prisorer had told a story | in whose name the lease was made out. When 
about auother man briogiag powder ia a| the! annual squatter’s rent became due the 
paper and spirits-of-wine to the house he was in : 


c n defendants went to the Treasury and paid 
charge of. Why did he let this man bring these | it, passing themselves off as Chan Cheung 
things in ? Prisoner's wife and this man had | and’ Chan Cheung’« wife. In March of 
escaped, so prisoner naturally pnt the blame on | 1904, Chan Tso, the original syu:tter’s son. 
them. He affirmed that the jury had quite 


went to the woman and asked her for his 
father's squatter’s licence. She said she bad 
lost| it. Chan Tso was not satisfied with this 
and!he went to a solicitor, Mr. John Hastings, 
for jalvice.; Then it was discovered that the 
defendants had been hefore Mr. Wakeman. the 
secretary of the Squatters’ Board, and had filed 
a new claim to his land, the male defendant 
atating that he was Chan Cheung. and the 
woman that she was Chan Cheung's wife. That 
was a deliberate act of manufacturing false 
evidence for the purpose of deceiving theBoard. 
Defendants. although aware of the fact that 
Chan Cheung was dead, had concealed that fact 
from the Squatters' Board and: had not com. 
municated it tothe Public Works Department. 
leaving them to assume that Chan Cheung was 
alive and that the male defendant waghe. The 
evidence of the officials of the Squatter's Board 
and its records showed the following conclu- 
sions. The male defendant deliberately signed 
Chan Cheung’s name to his claim with the 
intention of having the claim allowed by the 
Squatter’s Board. On 19th February, 1904. he 
signed his name as being Chan Chenng. and on 
17th March his claim was heard hy the Board 
and was allowed to him as being Chan Cheung. 
On 24th March. the two defendants. Chan Tso, 
the}son. and Mr. Goldring. his solicitor, were 
in the Land Office. The male prisoner there 
stated to the Squatters’ Board that he was 
Chan Cheung and the woman Chan Cheung’s 
wife: also that he had appeared before th 
Board on 7th March as ‘ han Cheung and that 
he was the same (‘han Cheung who had signed 
the, old claim in 1896, 

Evidence was taken for the prosecution and 
the! hearing was afterwards 


verdict of puilty. 

Mr. t lade with reinarkable a! ility impressed 
on the minds of the jurors that the ciime of 
arson Was a Very xerious one, and the jury there- 
fore had to be very car-ful that they had the 
right man before they convicted the prisoner. 
It was their duty t» convict if they had no 
reasonable doubt as to the man’s guilt—and 
onty so. In all other circutustanoces they mnat 
give defendant the benefit of the doubt. it baing 
the.dnty of the Crown to prove the man guilty— 
not the duty of prisoner to prove himgalf inno- 
cents. Mr. Slada continuing picked the evidence 
ot each to, pos proving that the sum total of 
1C’ proved nothing. The really guilty person 
ey atte. tee 


a med up the jury 
returned a verdict of * not guilty” by 5-2. 


- Thursday. 19th May. 


In CeiminaL JURISDICTION. 


BeForeE His Honour Sir WILLIAM. M. 
GOODMAN. (CHIEF JUSTICE.) 


ALLEGED CONSPIRACY. 
Ng Tseung, an old Chinaman. and Hon Him, 
is wife, were charged with conspiracy to 
rt the-course of law and justice by pretend- 
the Squatters’ Board that the first 
prisoner was the lessee of a plot of Government 
ground at Mati (the lessee being in fact dead). 
by which means the lease was allowed by the 


adjourned till 

Squatter's Board; the man was also charged with | to-day. 
aes ee acts before the —_—_—_——- 

oard thereby obtaining the lease. wes ‘ 

They leaded not guilty, and were defended HONGKONG, 
by Mr. EK. H. Sharp, K.C. (instructed by Mr. F. ; se 
Paget Hett, solicitor, of Mr. G. K. Hall Brut. The Eclipse arrived from Mirs Bay on the 
ton's office). 18th in 


t. 

The Vs. gunboat Cal/ao left for up-river 
on jthe 18th inst. 

It is with regret that we have to record: the 
death of Mr. William Ralph Seymonr, 
assistant master at Queen's College. Mr. 
Seymour was admitted to the Government Civil 
Hospital.a few days ago and died on the 17th 
inst. . 

On Monday afternoon H.M.S. Hert was run 
into bya steam launch called the Lai Wo in 
the harbour. The bow of the launch struck the 
Hart amidships near the engine-room. 
Hart 
reported, but was able to regain anchorage. 
She is a torpedo-boat destroyer of 275 tons, 
with six guns and an ih.p. of 4000. When the 
collision occurred, a Chinese woman fell off 
the launch and was drowned. The coxswuin of 
the launch was arrested by the water police. 

A meeting of Mercantile Marine officers sail- 
ing out of Hongkong was held last week in the 
Cinaaugent Hotel, and as a -result it has been 
decided to form aclub. A club-room has been 
engaged in the Connaught Hotel for a period’ df 
three months, and if the movement meets with 


The following jury was empanelled :—Moessrs. 
P. C. Cunningham, F. W. White. 8. E. Moses. 
J. T. d’Almada e Castro, R. Walpole, A. 
Schmidtborn, and L. Kerr, 

The Attorney-General, Hon. Sir 
Berkeley (instructed by Mr. F. ‘B. L. Bowley. 
Crown Solicitor), appeared for the Crown. In 
opening the case, he said the prisoners were 
charged with manufacturing f evidence for 
the purpose of obtaining from. the Squatters’ 
Board a claim to a plot of land which without 
these false. statements would not hare been 
allowed. The Squatters’ Board was a Board 
presided over by the Puisne _Judge, which 
adjudged upon these claims to land. There was 
& man named Chan Cheung who used to culti- 
vate some Crown land at Mati as a squatter. 
He held a squatter's licence for three-and-a-half 
acres of land. This squatter’s licence was for 
one year, renewable every year, and was 
transferable. In 1896 this man Chan Cheung 
lodged « claim with the Squatters’ Board for 
a Crown lease of the land for which he 
held a squatter's licence. Chan Cheung was an 
old squatter ; his family had been there a long 
time. There were a good many such claims 
heard before his claim came on. Chan Cheung 
had died. Hoe died in May, 1898. Defendants 
were aware of this fact. Thore was a son called 
Chan Tso who would tell the jury that in Sep- 
tember of the same year that his father died the 
female defendant came to him and offered him, 
a child, $20 a year for a lease of this land for 
cultivation purposes. The boy was induced to 
let the Sheet that rental. 

: (interposing) said it was incorrect 
to call the son a child; he was 21 years of 
age now, 


Henry 8. 


ing want in shipping circles in Hongkong and 
ra China coast. The rooms will be opened on 
the Ist June. Onthe 5th of the same month 


working of the association. Captain Robinson, 
of the ss. Yiny King, has been appointed secre- 
tary and treasurer, and a temporary working 


number of members have been enrolled already. 


-sionary. 


The | 
sustained considerable damage. it is. 


committee has been elected. A considerable ! 
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On Sunday the golfers of the Hongkong and 
Shanghai Bank beat Messrs. Jardine, Matheson 
& Co.'s representatives by the.margin of one 
match—Mr. T. 8. Forrest on Wednesday 
defeated Mr. C. W. May for the golf champion- 
ship. : . 

y isltaen to the City Hall Library and Museum 
during week ended ts 15th inst. were :— 
Library, 94 Chinese, 225 non-Chinese; Museum, 
1,616 Chinese, 88 non-Chinese, 

Mr. Cheung Tsoi, Third Clerk at the Magis- 
tracy, has resigned his position. After many. 
years’ hard work he some time ago secured the 
position of Third Clerk, and from that he was 
transferred to the Land Court on a higher 
salary. Later, however, he went back to his 
old position, Third Clerk at the Magistracy. 
On Tuesday Mr. Gompertz called the clerical 
staff. etc.. into his room to wish Mr. ns 
Tsoi good-bye. Mr. Cheung had been 1 
yeurs in the Government service, but was 
leaving to take up a better position. 


MISCELLANEOUS. 


—_——__—_«—___ 

A new church was consecrated in the British 
concession at Hankow on the Ist inst., under 
the name of the Church of S. John the 
Evangelist. ; 

Mr. W. A. Carlson has been promoted to. the 
substantive appointment of Harbour Master at 
Shanghai, which has not been filled since the 
death of the late Mr. A. M. Bisbee. Mr. Carl- 
son has been Acting Harbour Master for some 
time. 

‘The following appointments were made last - 
mouth at the Admiralty :—Lieutenant J. A.- 
Gregory, to the Tumar for the Janus, in com- 
mand, to date April 4  Sub-Lientenant J. 
M. Ogilvie, to the Tamar for he Janus, to date 
April 4. : 

Japan has placed large orders both in England 
and on the Continent for material for constrac- 
tion of torpedo-boats. The material is to be 
delivered with the utmost possible despatch. 
Oue British firm alone is said to have received 
an order for material for the buildiny of ten 
destroyers. - 

The Nyanlufu (Hupeh) correspondent of the 
N.-C. Daily News writes :—We hear that there 
has been an attack upon a Russian priest ata 
town some hundred miles from here, near Han- 
kow. The feeling against the Russians is very 
strong, hence this attack on the Russian mis- 
The whole of his‘ effects are said to 
have been destroyed and his house pulled down. 
A weiyuan is said to have been sent up to insti- 
tute an enquiry. 

It appears that the Empress Dowager of 
China recently sat to a Japanese photographer. 
She is said to have given. permission to sell her 
photographs to the public. Her Majesty has 
been led to do so by hearing the wife of a 
certuin foreign Minister say that the Emperors 
and Kings of Europe allow their photographs 
to be sold to their subjects, who always place 
their sovereigns’ portraits in the most honoured 
position in the household. : 

The body of Charles Hotson, Engineer- 
Artificer of H.M.S. Ro ario; has been found in 
the river at Shanghai off the French Bund. The 
unfortunate man was last seen alive about 1 a.m.. 
on the lst instant, and it is heligved he met with 
foal play. The body was oudly decomposed and 
could only be identified by his clothing. His 
pockets were ont out and his watch and chain 
missing, the only artio‘e; fuund ou him being 
his sleeve-links, Wher last seen he was leaving 
for his ship ix a sampan from a point near the 
Astor House. : 

The death occurrel at Penang on the 10th 
inst. of the Hon. James Montague Bent 
Vermont, U.M.G., Member of the Straits 
Legislative Coancil. Deceased was one of the 
oldest Straits residents, Hoe cams ont in the 


success there will be permanent quarters esta- | early sixties and from the first was associated 
blished. The name of the club is the Marin! with the Bata Kawan sngar estate, of which he 
Officers’ Association. It will filla long stand- | was manager first, sncceeding to the managing 


roprietorship io’ the late eighties. He was at 
the time of his death one of the proprietors of 
the Prye sugar estates. He held several 


a meeting will be held for the purpose of elect- | minor Governmental offices in the Colony. and 
ing officers and making arrangements for the | had been a Justice of the 


ace uud Police 
Magistrate for Province Wellesley. He was 
granted the honour of Companion of the Order 
of S. Michael and S. George in 190J, and. whén 
he retired from the Lagislativa Council way 
allowed to retain the title of Honourable, 


eee 


390 | THE HONGKONG WEEKLY PRESS AND 


[May 21, 1904. 


| 13th May. 
COMMERCIAL. | Quotations are:—Allowance net to 1 cata 


—_-_ +>- -—- : 


: SILK. 
Canton, 7th May, 1904. The first crop ig 
estimated at about 4,500 bales which will mostl 
consist of market cargo. The majority of Filat- 
ure Houses have reduced their production in new 
silk owing to the had quality and very high 
prices of cocoons ruling in the country. Fila- 
tures—During the fortnight under review th 
market has become quieter, but, certain descrip: 
tions being very scarce, prices remain rather 
steady for suitable silk. From sales made we 
quote for 6th crop silk :—Kwong Shun Cheong 
and Kwong Shun Ching 11/13 at $890, Wing Wo 
Hing 9/11 at $840, Kwong Wo Tai 13/15 at $8251 
Short-reels.— Little has been done in this silk fot 
America, the stock on the spot being almost nil. 
Buyers show some interest for forward deliveries, 
but dealers are not inclined to sell ahead. Waste 
Silk.—The market is firm for 5th and 6th crop 
Waste, further supplies of which are only expect; 
ed to a small extent. ! 


Messrs. A. R. Burkill & Son of Shanghai, in their 
Circular, dated 11th inst., state:—The home mar- 
kets are quiet. Gold Kiling is quoted in London 
_at 11/- and in Lyons at Fes. 30.50. Raw silk.— 
Very little husiness is reported either in Tsatlees 
or Coarse Silks. Yellow Silks—-A few simull 
settlements are reported at prices given below. 
Hand Filatures.—A fair business has been done 
chiefly in lower grade chops. The: upply‘of Crack 
Chops is practically exhausted. Steam Fila- 
tures.—Very little business has been done. ‘T'us- 
sahs.—A large busine-s has been done in Native 
‘Tussahs as well as Tussah Filatures. Waste. 
Very quiet. 


SUGAR. 

The Kobe Market Report, dated 8rd May, 
states: —Hongkong Refined.—No business has 
been transacted since the increased Consumption 
Tax came into operation, dealers being fully 
stocked. Beet.—The market continues lifeless 
with scarcely any change in quotations. Osaka 
Refined.—An auction takes place to-day. 


Hongkong, 20th May.—The prices are the 
same as when last reported. \ 
Shekloong, No. 1, White......$8.40 to $8.45 pels. 

Do. 


» 2, White...... 7.55 to 760 ,, 

Do. « 1, Brown...... 5.95 to 6.00 ,, 

Do. » 2, Brown...... 5.80 to 585 ,, 
Swatow, No. 1, White ..... 8.25 to 8.30 ,, 
Do. . 2, White... 7.40 to 7.45 ,, 
Do. FA 1, Brown...... 5.80 to 5.85 ,, 
Do. » 2, Brown...... 5.65 to 5,70 __,, 
Foochow Sugar Candy ......... 12.75 to 12.80 ,, 
Shekloong » sseeeeee 10.90 to 10.95 _ ,| 


RICE. 
Honaxone, 20th May.—The position of the 
market is nearly the same as when last reported. 
Saigon, Ordinary ....e..sccreseeceeeee+ 82,75 tO $2.80 


ss Round, good quality ......... 3.90 to 3.95 
ty LOT seseseesereseccceereesesseeees 4.05 to 4.10 
Siam, Field mill cleaned, No. 2 ...... 2.80 to 2.85 
» Garden, 3) No. 1 ...... 3.25 to 3.30 
w/White, ccccceeeees LM cuawee Seabee ss wee 4,35 to 4.40 
ns Bine Cargo ou... eee ee ees 4.45 to 4.50 


OPIUM. | 
Honexone, 19th May. 
The movements in our various Opium markets 
have been as follows:— , 


Malwa. Putua, Benares. Persian, 
Stocks as per circular of 


Sth May, 1904. .. .. .. 1,452 2,250 1,287 2,484 
May.6thIimportsper Simla 299 1650 125 151 
» 10th, eo Sui Sang — 160 85 _- 
» 1th ,, », Lightning — 65 100 ae 


1,751 2,605 1,597 2,635 
Less Exports to Shanghai .. 274 298 $0 
Less Exports to East and 
West Coast Ports including( 49, 639 04 
Tocal Consumption for the 
fortnight.. .. .. «. 
2,556 


Estimated Stocks thisday .. 1,818 1,775 1,423 2,58 
Bengal,—Owing to the accumulation of stocks 
in consequence of a falling off in the deliveries 
buyers have been holding aloof and prices have 
declined considerably. We quote old and new 
Patna @ $1 316 and old and new Benares @ $1,295. 
Malwa.—Small shipments and the increase of 
Rs. 100 in the duty in India have caused prives 
advance aud the market closea very firm, We 
quoted :— 


Now ....cscccccscesssseeeeee §1,020/1,060 
2 years old .........00 EN Cen 
8 1st tt eseeeee $1,100/1,130 
4-5 SP eee | isesiedes $1,200 
Oldest ..... a ages vaceedieces $1,2£0 


_ qualities. 


Malwa New oc. $1020 to $1060 per picul. 
Malwa Old ............... $1089 to $1120 do. 
Malwa, Older ............81140 01200 do 
Malwa V. Old $1220 to1250 do 
Persian fine quality ..$880 to — do. 
Persian extra fine ...$900 to — do. 
Patna New... .. $1315 to — per chest 
Patna Old ........:0008- $1315 to — do. 
Benares New ........ :...$1295 to — do. 
COAL. 


The arrivals of coal up to date at Hongkong 
have been 61,200 tons of Japanese coal and 3,000 


tons of Welsh cual, all sold; and 27,6U0 tons of | 


Japanese coal are expected to arrive shortly. 


COTTON. 
Honakona, 2th May:—Limited sales only, 
Stock ahout 2,100 bales. 


Bombay... ceases eeceee 29.00 to 30.00 picul 
Bengal (New), Rangoon ‘ 
and Dacca.......seseee } Pre tore 08 


Shanghai and Japanese, 31.5:1 to 32.50 
Tungchow and Ningpo, 31.5u to 32.5u 
Sale :—100 bales. 


YARN. x 

Mr. Eduljee, in his report, dated Hongkong, 
May zCth, says :—The market is showing signs of 
returning activity, and we look for higher prices. 
Receipts are now on a sma'ler scale, and holders 
are firmer, but prices are slow to move. Dealers 
are becoming anxious buyers, and as the stock of 
best spinnings is ail but exhausted, are enquiring 
for favourite chops to arrive at an advance on 
quotations. Medium and common threads are 
still out of favour, but we think will have to he 
taken in the ahsence of best. A steady lusiness 
has been done throughout the fortnight, some 
8,000 bales changing hands as noted at foot, rates 
showing a slight advance of 50 cents to a dollar 
per bale. At the close there is further enquiry 
for good to best spinnings, but shortness of 
supplies is affecting business. 

Loca] Manufacture— With the exception of a 
sale of £00 hales No. 10s at $1lz to $:14 to local 
dealers during the interval there hag been no free 
buying of our mill production by northern buyers 
for some time past. The chief factor at work is 
alleged to be the continued disturbed state of 
affairs in Shantung, the principal outlet for this 
thread. 

Japanese Yarns-—-Are firmer owing to reduced 
stock and more enquiry; total business of the 
interval amounting to sales of about 1,500 bales 
Shensu and Settsu No. 20s at from $138: and 
31374 respectively, detivery in six to eight weeks. 

Raw Cotton :—!here bas been a slight move- 
ment in Indian descriptions principally brought 
about by heavy concessions in rates to which the 
majority of importers decline to submit. Sales 
reported are 350 bales Superfine Bengal at from 
$28 to $80. Estimated unsold stock about 1,000 
bales. China cotton is quiet with nothing doing. 
Stock 300 bales. Quotations are Indian 829 to 


$82 and Chinese $31 to $33. : 
Exchange on India has fluctuated slightly and 
; 


9 


ey 


closes to-day at Rs. 133 for T/T and Rs. 1834 for 
Post. On Shanghai 72 and on Yokohama 88}. 

The undernoted business in imported and local 
spinnings is reported from Shanghai during the 
fortnight ending 6th instant, viz: 

Indian:—In good demand, prices showing an 
advance of 1 to 2 Taels and market closing strong. 
Total sales 10,528 bales comprising 5.015 bales 
No. 208, 2,150 bales No. 128, 325 bales No. !6s, 
and 3,038 bales No. 20s. 
22,000 bales. 

Japanese :— With a stronger demand for No. 
16s, sales of about 2,500 bales are reported, say 
No. 16s at Tls. 934 to 99f-and No. 20s at Tls: 100 
to 102}, the latter showing a weaker tendency. 

Local :—Market steady, prices showing little or 
no change, total sales 1,500 bales on the basis of 
Tls. 88} for No. 10s, 11s. 90} for No. 128, Tls. 92 
for No. 148, Tls. 95 ior No. 168 and Tis. 994 for 
No. 20s. 


MISCELLANEOUS IMPORTS. 
Honerona, 20th May.—The prices ruling are 
as follows :— : 
Corron YaRN— 
Bombay—Nos. 10 to 20, ...$ 90.00 to $128,00 
English—Nos. 16 to 24, ... 114.00 to 120.00 
» 22 to 24, ... 
» 28 to 82, ... 


Estimated unsold stock 


120.00 to 128.00 
136.00 to 142.00 


. » 938 to 42, ... 155.00 to 170.00 
Reported sales 100 bale:. 


Corton Precr Goops— per piece 
| Grey Shirtings—6 Ibs. ......... 2.30 to 2.40 
7 \bs. ......... 2.50 to 2.80 


8.4 lbs. ..,...3.50 to 4.25 
9 to 10 lbs....4.30 to 6.50 


Corron Piece Goops— . per piéce 
White Shirtings—64 to 56 rd. 2.00 to 3.25 


week under review, inasmuch as it is likely to have 
an important bearing on-thistrade. There is little 
doubt about the reported landing on the Peninsu- 
lar above Port Arthur and Dalny, thus cutting off 
those ports from Russia’s base of operations, but 


58 to 60 ,, 3.50 to | 4.00- 
64t0 66 ,, 4.25 to 5.75 
Fine......... 6.00 to 8.50 
| Book-folds 6.00 to 800 
Victoria Lawns—12 yards ....0.85 to 1.75 
| ‘T-Cloths—6lbs. (32 in.), Ord’y.2.30 to 2.80 
Tiba.(82,,), 5, 2.50 to 3.00 
6lbs. (32, ), Mexs, 2.50 to 38.00 
Tbs. (82,, ), ,, 310 to 3.80 
aie 8 to 8.4 oz., (86 in.) 3.30 to 4.05 
rilla, English—40 yds., 133 ne : 
Lele ibs #75. to” 7.80 
Fancy CotTons— 
Turkey Red Shintings oa 200 to 4.80 
Brocades—Dyed ...........0. a. 0.14 to O15 
Damasks— per yard 
Chintzes—Assotted ............ 0.11 to . 0.35 
Velvets—Black, 22 in. ......... 0.26 to 0.55 
Velveteens—18 in. .........:0008 0.23 to 0.28 
per dozen 
Handkerchiefs—Imitation Silk 0.75 to 1.00 
WoouLens— ; : per yard 
Spanish Stripes—Sundry chops 0.75 to 2.60 — 
German ........ cece eves sessccerseeee 0.65 to 1.00 
Habit, Med., and Broad Cloths 1.25° to 5.50 
| per piece 
Long Ells—Scarlet, 7-10 lbs. 6.90 to 9.50 
Assorted ......... 7.05 to 9.65 
Camlets—Assorted............ 13.50 to 36.00 
Lastings—30 yds., 31 iach f 
Assorted ...... TAY =tOre EtG 
Orleans—Plain, 31 in. ......... 10.00 to — 
per pair 
| Blankets—8 to 12 Ibr. ......... 4.89 to ».00 
Fine quality ...... 1.25 to 1.85 
| Merars— per picul 
| Iron—Nail Rod 1..............0.. 430 to — 
Square, FlatRoundBar(Eng.)4.30 to — 
Swedish Bar ........csesseeees 4.35 to — 
Small Round Rod ........... 465 to — 
Hoop § to 1} in. ......sc0 6.20 to — 
Wire, 16/25 oz. ..... ..-. 6.50 to — 
Wire Rope, Old ............... 300 to — 
Messrs. Noel, Murray & Co., of Shanghai in their 
report, dated May 12th, say :—The astonishing 
successes attending the remarkable progregs of the 
Japanese Army is the most interesting feature of the 


news comes to hand it will not be actéd dn. It 
may possibly be cnly a repetition of the tactics We 
became familiar with towards the end of last year! 
Steamers are heing held in readiness to go up if 
the news should prove true, and we understand a 
considerably reduced rate is now quoted by the 
Insurance Offices against war risk. Steamers are 
loading there with prodtce for the Southern 
Ports without much difficulty, and the demand for 
tonnage continues. Of course as the port is in 
the sphere of operations, even if.it is evacuated 
by the Russians, certain restrictions might be put 
on the shipment of cargo by the Japanese, so 
there is likely to be considerable uncertainty and 
delay before trade could be resumed freely. The 
prospect of a demand seems to have a restraining 
influence on holders of cargo here, not that there 
is any great amount of enquiry. Still offers have 
been declined that possibly might otherwise have 
been accepted, the trade of the week being confined 
almost entirely to 1 few hundred bales of 8.4-lbs, 
Grey Shirtings and about 3,500 bales American 
Sheetings and Drills. The market in Manchester 
‘has been somewhat irregular, and considerable 
business with this was pending when a demand 
for other markets than China appears to have 
sprung up and prevented the orders going through ( 
to a great oxtent, through we have heard of some 
comparatively cheap parcels being settled. Prices, 
however, are mostly at least five per cent. over 
rates current here, and although gradually becom- 
ing convinced that the Advance must be paid, if 
goods are wanted for the Autumn trade, the deal- 
ers atill hesitate to placa their orders. Cotton in 
Liverpool has fluctuated somewhat since our Jast, 
advancing to 7.64d. at the close for Mid American, 
while the latest quotation for Egyptian is 8rd. 
‘Lhe export is keeping very moderate. Manufac- 
turers in the States have recently shown more 
disposition to cout offers, though not willing to 
prejudice their sles for home consumption by 
making any very great concessions. However, for 
a fairly large quantity they have not been able to 
resist & comparatively low offer for Pepperell 


: 


the later rumours that Newchwang has been 
evacuated needs confirmation. The Natives’are 
inclined to believe in it; but until more definite 
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Drills and Jeans, being the first transactions in 
standard makes that have gone through for some 
months. Offers are pending for a fair quantity of 
slightly lighter cloths, which seem likely to go 
through. The rise of nearly a penny in sterling 
rates has incidentally no doubt had something to 
do with the dullness of the market for spot cargo, 
though perhaps assisting somewhat in the forward 
transactions, such as they are. The market for 
imported yarns is very active, a large business 
being reported in both Indian and Japanese spin- 
nings at steady prices. We hear a fairly large 
quantity of the former have been bought in Hong- 
kong by the dealers here. Cotton is firmer and 
more business ig being dong both for local con- 


sumption and export. 
HONGKONG QUOTATIONS. 
Honekone, 20th May. 1 
Beans ..... sees vat anaecnatieeans 1 $4 
Borax w.iececeesese Wabdedecdcnsvvecs $17 
Camphor (China)..............$120 — 
Casgia (First quality)... $21 @ 214 
“j (Second ,, )......... 14) @ 15 
tee, OU ian aacedesnadens: $1674 
COVES... .eeeeseeseesecessersrseee $20 @ 56 
Fenyel Seed Oil oo... e. $330 
Galanglé $23 @ 6 
Glue...... tee eee rseeeseee sere ss S20 
Grapea . sete ceteneeeesseee Sh @ 17 
Ivory ...... diate «= $200@ 650 
Kismiss ........... CE Ce $10 @ 14 
Olibanum .....ccceccccescceeeeens $5 @ 25 
Roas Oil... ie ccecccaaaee $60 @ 175 
Saltpetro 00... cece cece eee $9 @ 103 
Sandal wood .............00000... $27 @ 28 
a Oil... $200 & 409 
Senna Leaves.e..........ce.c sess $2 @ 4 
Sugar Candy ........00.ccceeees. $102 @ 104 
Vermilion .............ccccceeeca $83 @ 874 
a (Foriosa)............ - 
MiGs ested aice aeweeacer Ai tens2 coe $— 
Wak.....ies teseeeseer 1 $80 @ 40 


‘MISCELLANEOUS EXPORTS. 
Hanxow, 11th May.—The prices quoted are 
for the net shipping weight excluding cost of 
packing for export :— 
Per picul. 


Cowhides, best selected .........seececccceee Tls. 33.50 
D 


see bee eenennnes 


Buffalo Horns (ayerage 3ibs. each) ...... » 9.60 
White China Grass (Wuchang andjor 
=SPOOCKL): (sc tey vcdcuesvudesesseasavea saeiieteena: 10.90 
White China Grass (Xinshan and.or 
Chay). «sc iciietensilereiseceiietesvieeg Poel sines » 10.00 
Green China Grass (Szechuen) ............ ,, 10.50 
DUB eerie tiv Aaae Sel chadcsboasevs fess iecboen » 4.90 
White‘Vegetable Tallow (Kinchow) ... ,, 10.70 
White Vegetable Tallow (Pingchew 
and/or Macheng) ...............cseseseee eee » 10.40 
White Vegetable Tallow (Mongyu) 4 
Green Vegetable Tallow (Kiyu).......... » 11.00 
Animal Tallow w.ccccccccccccccceeeccceerees » 10.00 
Gallnuts (usual shape) ............00000... » 19.00 
Do. (Plum) do, ' » 28.00 
Tobacco, Tingchow .u..cccccccsccccsccesscceee is 
Black Bristles ........0......cccssecsscueceeees » 120.00 
Feathers (Grey and/or White Duck) ... ,, 20.00 
% 3 » Wild Duck ...... +» 21,50 
Turmeric ...., seveeedevvaiescouliGeetilews: Ay 3.20 
Sesamum Seed ...............cccccceeccssescees », 4.60 
Sesamum Seed Oil ......00.... cece eeeees » 7.90 
Vegetable Tallow Seed Oil ............... a 7.90 
Us ss Saaada se eosendcis Searceexbes ss ok 3 8.10 
Tea OU) | css..csscccesecvavaseseaseeessstiricavesas gp 29:00 


Per P. & O. steamer Formosa, sailed on 12th 
May. For Buenos Ayres :—75 packages tea. For 
London or Manchester :—208 bales tea. For 
London :—1,177 bales. tea, 50 packages tea, 195 
rolls mats and matting, 58 bales feathers, 43 cases 
chinaware, 12 cases woodware, 10 cases private 
effects, 3 cases milk, 2 cases curios, 2 cases cigars, 
70 cases bristles. 


EXCHANGE. 
Feivay, 2¢th May. 
On Lonvoy.— 


Telegraphic Transfer 
Bank Bilis, on demand 


Bank Bills, at 4 months’ sight ...1 [93 

Credits, at 4 months’ sight ......... U9 

Documentary Bills, 4 months’ sight 1/10 
On Papis.— 


Bank Bills, on demand............... ..995 


- Credited months’ sight ......... sees 209 
On GERMANY.— ‘ 
On domand......cssecccscsescucccccccsseccs 1833 


CHINA OVERLAND TRADE REPORT. 


{ On New Yorx.— 


Bank Bills, on demand ...... .... ...433 

Credits, 60 days’ sight ............... 444 
ON BomBay.— 

Telegraphic Transfer :.... ........... 183} 

Bank, on demand ........................ 134 
ON CatcutrtTa.— . 

Telegraphic Transfer ... ............ 133% 

Bank, on demand ..................... 134 
UN SHANGHAI.— 

Bank, at sight 00... eee. 72 

Private, 30 days’ sight .......000000000.. 725 
On YoxoHama.—On demand .............. 88i 
On Manita.—On demand..... ............Nom. 
On SINGAPoRE.—On demand ........... Nom 
On Batavia.—On demand ........ 1074 
On HarpHone.—On demand ...... .. 2tp.o.pr. 
On Satcon.—On demand _............ 2 pe pm. 
ON BANGKOK.—On demand ...’. .........62 


SovEBEIGNs, Bank's Buying Rate .... 2 
Gop I-war, 130 fine, per tael ... . ..... 
Bar Si.ver, per oz. 


SHARE REPORT. 

HONGKONG. 20th May, 1904.—The activity 
reported in our last has continued throughout 
the past week, and a good general business has 
again been transacted at gradually improving 
rates, 

Banks. — Hongkong and Shanghais have 
ruled quiet but steady at $665, with a few 
unimportant sales and probable further emall 
bayers at the rate. London is slightly higher 
at £65, the lust quotation to hand. Nationals 
are enquired for at $38, but shares are obtain- 
able at S383. 

Marine InsuRANCESs.—Unions are quiet 
with small sellers af $550. North Chinas bave 
sold at Tls. 65, and a few more :hares are on 
offer at this figure. China Traders lave been 
booked at $59 and 860. Cantons after sa es at 
2205 and $210 are in further request at the lat- 
ter figure. Yangisze: are still asked for at $125. 

Fire Insurances.—Hongkongs continue 
in request, and $310 is now offered without 
attracting sellers. (‘)inas arealso firmer, and 
after sales at $84 and $85 are in further reqnest 
at the higher figure, 

SarpPine.—Hongkong, Canton and Macaos 
have suddenly jumped into favour owing to a 
report that the French subsidized steamers may 
shortly be withdrawn from the Canton River 
trade, and a large business has resulted at prices 
ranging between $29 and 831, the market clos- 
ing with buyers at $31. Iodo-Chinas have also 
improved and after fuir sales at $108 and $109 
o.sh are in strong demand at $110 to $111 cash. 
Sales at $18 ta $109 Jane, $lIL to Sl 2 
August, $113 September, and $115, S116 to SLI7 
December are also reported. China and Manilas 
hav; firmed up and can now be placad at $22. 
Douglases are easier with sellers nt $°54. Star 
Ferries continue in request at $32 and $22 for 
the old and new issues respectively. Shell tran- 
sports have declined to 26/6 sollers. 

Reringeixs.—China Sugars are quiet but 
steady at $145. Luozons have declined to &9 
sellers. 

MINING.—Raubs have been booked at $7 and 
$74 and close in further :equest at $7. Punjom 
preferences oan be placed at 25 cents. 

Docks, WHARVES8, AND Gupowns.—Hong- 
kong and Whampoa Docks ara firmer with 
sales at $210, $211 and $212. and probable fur- 
ther buyers at the Intter rate. Hongkong a d 
Kowloon Wharves have again been in strong 
request, and sales at $110, $111 and $112 are 
reported with turther enquiries at $112. Sales 
at $115 and 3116 Augast have also been booked. 
New Amcy Docks continue qniet at S30. 
Farnhams though quiet in the North are said 
to be in request locally at Tle. 150. 

LANDS, HoTe.s. anD BuriLpInes.—Hong- 
kong Lands after sales af $157 and $158 are 
op offer at $159. Kowloon Lands are still 
enquired for at $35, and West-Points at the 
improved rate of $57, the latter after sales at 
$55. Hougko: g Hotels have been bovked at 
$138 and more shares are procurable. Hum- 
phrey’s Estates have advanced to $1'} and $4 
for the old end new issues respectively with 
sales and further buyers. Shanghai Lands are 
quiet at Tls 18. 

Corton Mi.uis.—No buriness is reported 
and quotations are unchanged. 

MiscELLaNEots.— Green Island Cements 
have continued in active demand and extensive 
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| sales have been booked at $264, $27, and $274, 
j the market closing firm with further buyers 
tat. $273. China Bornecs are qu'et at $10. 
i Watsous have receded to $144 sellers. Eleotrics 
| (old) have been bonked at 3132 at which there 
.are further buyers. Steam Waterboats have 
| improved to 3164 burrs, and Dairy Farms 
; to $144 buyers. Pow... are also firmer ‘with 
{ buyers at $10}. 

i MeEmos.—Punjom Mining Co., Ld., ordinary 
| yearly meeting on the 25th instant. “Star” 
ferry Co., Ld., ordinary year'y meeting on 
Jet June, transfer books close on the 25th 
instant antil the Ist June, both days inclusive. 
| Cosing quotations are as follows :— 


| 
| : 


Company. |Parpane.; Quotations, 


Banks. — “To 


at 
Hongkong & S’hai...| 
Natl. Bank of China|, 


tron | ¢ $685, buyers 
$125 |) Pedon, £68, 


A. Shares ...... <s £8 ($38, buyers 
B. Shares ...... 7 28 |$38, buyerg 
Foun. Shares...{~ £1 ($10, bu,era 
[neurance — ; 
Union ....ccce eee | $100 |$3550, sellers 
China Traders ....... ; $26 ($60, sellers 
North China........... | £5 |Tis. vd, sellers 
Yangtaze.........cc... { $60 $125, buyers 
Canton.......ceccceceees $50 |£210, buyers 
Hongkong Fire ...... $50 /3310, buyers 
China Fire ............ i $20 |385. 
Steamship Coys.— 
I1., Canton andM...j + $16 |$51, buyers 
Indo-China §.N. ..... £10 |$111, buyers 
China and Manila.../ $50 |$22, buyers 
Douglas Steamship $50 {$35}, sellers 
Star Ferr $10 |$32, buyers - 
¢ Y ssccceeee { | $5 $214, buyers 
Shell Transport and)| — 
Trading Co...... i #1 |26/6, seljere 
Do. pref. shares...... ; £10 |.£8, 10s. 
Refineries— | 
China Sugar ......... j $100 $145. 
Luzon Sugar.......... ; $100 [$9, sellers 
Mining— | 
Punjom ............... we S11 (50 cts., sellers 
Do. Preference...) $1 (25 cts., buyers 
Charbonnages ...... Fes.250 13500. 
Raubs .................:] 18/10d. |$7, 
Docks, Etc:— 
H. & W. Dock ....... ' $50 ($212, buyers 
H. & K. Wharf &Gj “$50 $112, buyers 
New Amoy Dock .../ ‘ $64)$30. 


8.C. F. Boyd &Co..., 
Land and! Building— 
Hongkong Land Inv. 
Kowloon Land & B 
West Point Building 


Tis. 150, buyers 


3159, sellers 
$35, buyers 
$57,.buyers 


Hongkong Hotel ...... | $50 |$138,sales& sellers 
: | $10 |312}, buyers 

Humphreys Estate, ' ‘ 24 |S, euyers 

S"hai Land Ins. Co.,La|Tis.. 50 (Ts. 168. 


. Cotton Mills— 


EWOr > 2 sliajuaiaiaes Tis.! 50 |Tls. 33, sellers 
[International ..., Tis. ; 75 ITs, 25. 

Laou Kung Mow ,,,|Tls..100 /Tls 32. 
Soychee ,..............| Ts. 500 /Tls. 170, 
Hongkong ............ $10 /$144, sellers 


Green [sland Cement.} 
China-Borneo Co., Ld. 


| $10 |$272, buyers 
0. 
Watson & Co., A. S....| 
{ 


$12 i$) 
3144, sellers 


: $)0 |3134, buyers 

Hongkong Electric / _$5 |$7}, buyers 
Hongkong & C. Gazs.... £10 |$150. 
Hongkong Rope.........| 850 { $140, sellers 
Fenwick & Co. Geo.| $25 |248, sellers 
Hongkong Ice. ......... l $25 |$212}, buyers 
H.H. L. Tramways...| $100 |$300. 
Hk. Steam Water-): ‘. 1 

Boat Co., Ld. ...... j : $10 |316%, buyers 
Dairy Farm ........... ‘$6 |314', buyers 


4 
Campbell, Moore & 0.{ 


$10 |337, selle's 
Bell’s Asbestos E. A...i 12/6 |85, sellers 
United Asbestos ....... /$4 {810}, buyers 
DO siscccactisiacs' $10 |$210, buyers 
Tebran Planting Co....! 1$5 |$1, sellers 
China Prov. L.& M. ' $10 |89, sales 
Watkins Ld............ ‘ $10 [§74, buyers 
ChinaLight & Power } ; . 
Coe oan g, FLO |$s. 
Powell, Ld...........0.0008 $10 {310}, buyers 
Shanghai and Hong- )! 
Kong Dyeing mee $59 |$50. 
Cleaning Co., Ld )i 
Canton, Hongkong Ice: $10 $10, nom nal 
Cigar Companies— ~ ' 
Alhambra Limited.: $§00 |$200. _ 
Phippine Tobacco } ; $10 $9.75, sellers 


[ Trust Co, Lay f 
"VERNON & SMYTH, Brokers. 
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TONNAGE. 

Honerone, zOth May.—There has heen very 
little demand for tonnage during the past fort 
night, ani freights coastwise have declined. 
From Saigon to this, 20 cents last, and no further 
inquiry for prompt shipment. The recent typhoon 
at Saigon caused considerable damage to mills 
and lighters To Philippines, oue scttlement at 
883 cents. To Japan. 40 cents has been paid for 
Juns thipment. Bangkok to Hongk ng, on 
prompt steamers wanted. Newchwang to Canton, 
after fixtures at 75 cents and % c-nts, the rates 
dropped ta 45 cents ; to Amoy, 70 cents last ; “to 
Swatow, 50 cents. According to latest 1¢porte 
the Russians still occupy Newchwang. Coal 
freights are weak. From Japan to this, $1 49.to 
$1. 0; to Hongay, $2.50; to Sinun are, $2.00. 
Hongay to this, $1.75. The following are the. 
settlements :— 

Phuyen—French steamer, 1,29 tons, 
notzn td Hongay, $2.50 per ton. 

An Indo-China 8. N Co.'s steamer, Hongay ‘to 
Hongkong, $2 per ton. : 


Kuchi- 


Emma Luyken—German steamer, 1,20) tons, 
Hongay to Hongkong, $1.75 per ton. 
Plitvice—Australiin steamer, 2,447 tons, Moji 


to Honag‘ong, $1 70 per ton. 

Dagmar—Norwegian steamer, 333 tons, three 
trips, Toprro1 to Canton, $2.00 per ton. 

Bried—Noiwegian steamer, 645 tuns, Rajang 
to Hongkong, $11,000 in fall. 

Carl Menzell—German steamer, 960 tons, New- 
chwanz to Amoy, 70 cents per picul, Chefoo, 30 
cents per picul 

Nanyang —German steamer, 1,050 tons, New- 
chwang to Canton, 75 cents per picul. 

Decima—German steamer, 794 tons, Newchwang 
to Canton, 60 cents per picul. 

Quang Nam—French steainer, 710 tons, Kwong- 
chauwan to Penang, 27 cents per picul. 

Dott--Norwegian steamer, 629 tons, Saigon to 
one port*Philippines, 35 cents per picul. 


Sishan—British steamer, S15 tons, Saigon ta | 


one port Philippines, 38 cents per picul. 

Ivydene—British steamer, 2,277 tons, Saigon ta 
Niigata, 40 cents per picul. 

Gaea—Norwegian steamer, 624 tons, Sai .on to 
Hongkong, 22 cents per picul. 

Fausang—British steamer, 1,410 tons, Saigon 
to Hongkong, 21 cents per picul. 

Shansi—British stcamer, 1,228 tons, Saigon to 
Hongkong, 20 cents per picul. 

Shaohsing—British steamer, 1,307 ten, Saigon 
to Hcngkong, 20 cents per picul. 


FREIGHTS. 

From Hankow per Conference Steamers.—To 
London and Northern Continental ports :—Tea 
52/6 per ton of 40 cubic feet. General cargo 52/6 
par ton of 40 cubic feet. ‘Sceds 47/6 per ton of 20 
cwt. To Marseille< and Havre :—General 43/- net 
per ton of 40 cubic feet. Saeds 47/6 net per ton of 
20 owt. To New York (overland) :—Tea 1} G$ 
cents per lb. gross. To New York (via Suez) :— 
35/- per ton of 40 cubic feet. To Shanghai:— 
Tea, Taels 1.80 per ton of 13 half-chests. To 
Shanghai :—-General, Taels 1.80 per ton weight, or 
measurement. 


SHIPPING. 


ARRIVALS AND DEPARTURES SINCE LAST 
AIL. 
May— ARRIVALS. 
15, Polynesien, French str., from Shanghai. 
16, Achilles, British str., from Shanghai. 
16, Adana, British str., from Penarth. 
16, Australien, French str., from Marseilles. 
16, Binh Thuan, French str., from Saigon. 
16, Decima, German str., trom Saigon. 
16, Indrapura, British str., from Portland. 
16, Iolo, Norwegian str., from Bangkok. 
16, Korea, Amr. str., from San Francisco, . 
16, Kwanglee, Chinese str., from Shanghai. 
16, Petrarch, German str., from Newchwang. 
16, Phra Nang, Germap str., from Bangkok. 
16, Sanda, British str., from Cardiff. 
16, Tientsin, British str.. from Bombay. 
16, Woosung, British str., from Shanghai. 
16, Yuensang, British str., from Manila. 
16, Zafiro, British str., from Manila. 
17, Carl Menzell, German str., from Canton. 
17, China, German str., from Saigon. ; 
17, Chiynen, Chinese str., from Cant n. 
17, Foyle, British str.. from Moji. 
17, Heathfor 1, British str., from Moji. : 
17, Keongwai, German str., from Bangkok. 
17, Laertes, British str., frow Saigon. 
17, Maroa, British str., from Cardiff. 
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17, Paoting, British str., from Canton. 
17, Tyr, Norwegian str., from Canton. 
1&, C. Diederichsen, Ger. str. from Haiphong. 
18, Choysang, British str., from Shanghai. 
18, Eclipse, Bri ish craiser, from Mirs Bay. 
1k, Frithjof, Norwegian str., fcom Tamsui. 
18, Haiching, British str., from Coast Ports. 
18, Halaban, Du'‘ch str., from Tientsin. 
18, Hangsan«, British str., from Shanghai. 
18, Hoiliaoc, French str., from Haiphong. 
18, Ikbal, British str., from Cape Town. 
18%, Lightning, British atr., from Calentta, 
18, Loksang, British str , from Babgkok 
18. Marburg, German air., from Shanghai, 
18, Mathilde, German str., from Swatow. 
18, Nese, British str., from Moji. 
18, Sirius, British cruiser, from Mirs Bay. 
18, Tean, British str., from Shanghai. 
18, Tjimahi, Dutch str., from Macassar. 
14, Batavia, German str., from Bangkok. 
19, Chwoshan, British str., from Bangkok. 
19, Coromandel. British str. from Bombay. 
19, Darda-us, British str., from Liverpool. 
19, Edendale, British str., from >ourabaya. 
19, klaine, British str., from Barry. 
19, Kansu, Brit'sh str.. from Canton. 
19, Kowloon, German s‘r., from Canton. 
19, Ujioa. British str., from Rangoon, 

May— DEPARTURES. 

{6, Binondo, American str., for Manila. 

16, Chora, British str., for Shanghai, 

16 Eelipse, British cruiser, for Mirs Bay. 

16, Elg, Norwegian str., for Saigen, 

16, Glenartney. British str., for Kobe. 

16, Hunoi, French str., for Haiphong. 

16, Houg Bee, British str., for Amoy. 

16, Pandna, British str., for Amoy. 

16, Shansi, British str., for Saigo ». 

16, Signal, German str., for Swatow. 

16, Sirius, British cruiser, for Mirs Bay. 

16, Thales. British str., for Swatow. 

17, Achilles, British str , for Liverp ol. 

17, Adana, British str. for Weibaiwei. 

17, Australian, British str.. for Yokohama. 

17. Australien, Freuch str., for Shanghai. 

17, Changsha, British str., for Yokohama. . 

17, Hinsang, British str., for Hongay. 

17, Kampot, French str., for Newehwang. 

17, Kwanglee, Cainese str., for Canton, 

17, Maroa, British str., for Sasebo. 

17, Polynesian, French str., for Hurope. 

17, Suisang. British str., for Calcutta, 

17. Theodor Wille, Ger. str.. for Yokohama. 

17, Tyr, Norwegian str., for Hongay. 

17, Whampoa, British str., for Shanghai, 

17, Woosung. British str., for Canton. 

17, Wuchang. British str., for Iloilo. 

17, Yuensang. British str., for Manila. 

18, Calchas, British str., for Vancouver. 

18, Chiyuan, Chinese str, for Shanghai. 

T8, G. v. Bylandt, Dutch str.. for Yokohama. 

18, Heathburn, British str., for Moji. 

18, J. B. Leeds, British str.. for Manila. 

18, Kaifong, British str., for Manila. 

18, Paknam, German str.. for Bangkok. 

18, Singan, British str., for Niegpo, | 

18 Tientsin, British str., for Shanghai. 

18, Tritos German str.. for Swatow. 

19, Bergenbus, Norwegian str., for Batavia, 

19, Bring Huel, British str.. for New York. 

19. Carl Menzell, German str., for Chefoo. 

19, Chowtai, German str., for Bangkok. 

19, Choysang, British str., for Canton. 

1“, Hangsang, British str., for Canton. 

19, Mathilde, German str., for Honhow. 

19, Taifa, German str., for Mauritius. 

19, Tientsin, British str., for Kobe. 

19, Ujina, British str., for Yokohama. 


PASSENGER LIST. 
ARBIVED. 

Per Polynesien, for Hongkong, from Kobe, 
Messrs. Andersen, Harris, and Kopp; from 
Shanghai, Mrs. Robins, Mra. Vedag:omsky, Mrs. 
Carmen, Mrs. Mabe! Williams. Messrs. Barbon, 
Kerr, Hazelaire, Milman, Jones, Boyer, A. 
Monro, Tanaka, A. Busgany, Sasson Kodra- 
nin, and Dallas Co.: for Saigon, from 
Kobe, Mr. Yehata: for Singapore. from Yoko- 
hama, Mr. and Mrs. Pearse, Major Bird, and 
Sisters Ste. Anatolie Lannay and Ste. Hambeline; 
from Kobe, Messrs G. Pocchetti and Schudler, 
from Shanghai. Mr. and Miss MacBain. Messrs, 
Freeman, Ga+t ers Lorenzo Borelli Lorenzo, and 
Fest:ro: for Batavia, from Yokohama, Mr. 
H. Gomes; from Shanghai, |Mrs. Anastarieff. 
Messrs P. Castelli, Sabbione, and{K irpitchoff: 


for Colombo, from Yokohama, Mr. Suto; from 
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Shanghai, Mrs. Genisty, Mrs. Bonneein, Messrs. 
Cherathdas, 8i)berman, and Otto: for Marseilles, 
from Y:kohama, Mr. Baba; from Shanghai, 
'Mr, and Mrs. Gallay and 3 children, rs. 
| Sammain, Mrx. Hespel dud 2 children,. Mr. and 
| Mrs. Crendel uid 2 children, Messrs. Prahl, 
| Maguin, Cricker, Goumarre, Leroux, Lange, 
: Jorguersen, McCallum, Nils Nielsen, Sudboff, 

Seifer, Fisher, Schalz, Kohler, Riederer, Herr- 
mann, Gamoil, and Servavin. 

Per Australien, for Hongkong, from Port 
‘ Said, Messrs. T. Heedge and Perry; from 
‘Colombo, Messrs. Ba:ucha, Peltigara, and 
| Karanjia; from Singapore, Mr. and Mrs. Philips 
' Stanley. Mrs Neville, Mrs. Empson, Mrs, Hamil- 
‘ton, Mrs. Lea, Mrs. Gedder, Mrs. Nightingal and 
| infant, Mrs. Greenburg, Mrs. Edden, Mrs. Nor-- 

man, Messrs. H. Denny, Dunlop, de Faria, Ne- - 
ville, Peachey, Greeves, Driscoll, Smith, and 
Rault; from Saigon, Messrs, Pierre and Jacques 
Bacot: for Shanghai, from Marseilles, Mrs. 

Rocher and 2 daughters, Mrs. Loupatour, Mr. 

and Mrs. Lieyn, Messrs, Letournenr, Boirisowsky, 
1and Perricr Labast; fom Port Said, Mr. and 

Mrs. Litofsky; from Colombo, Mr., Mrs. and 

Miss Joseph, Messrs. Bakara aud O. Benjamin; 

from Singapore, Mrs. Lantock, Mesars. Hilster, 

Davabshy, Djajivun, and David Ki:dermann: 

for Kobe, from Marseilles, Mr. Zenzamo Kahn; 

from Colombo, Messrs, Riariskawa and Mam- 

poria; from Singapore, Messrs. Wooner, Mat- 
| suda, and Yamatsnda: for Yokohama, from Mar- 
, seilles, Mrs. Ruegg, Mrs. Brilinski, Messrs. A. 
Bickart, Brilinski, Wensrite, Sackinie, Lem Juo 
Yamada and K. Hanoaurre; from Colombo, Mr. 
and Mrs. Goldstein, Messrs. ©. Wordhouse, 
Yasuda, and Katc: from Singapore, Mr. and 
Mrs. Bonarelli. and: Mr. Dowes Dekker; from 
Saigon, Mrs. Oal and infant. 

Per Korea, from San Francisco, &o., Mrs. J.G. 
Moir, Wiss Moir, Mr. aud Mrs. Guy Clinton, 
Mr. and Mrs. N. C. Burrus and daughter, Mr. 
and Mrs. kb. W. Gegg, Mrs. A. Cotton, Misses 
KE. L. Dovan and Clara Thatoher, Capt. BE. G.. 
Curry, Drs. H. W. Boyd and P. Y. Soong, 
Messrs. J. W. Bolles, Venn Haghes. L. H: 
Morris, C. Schmid, P. V. Davies, A. ‘', Durand, 
Ellis Kadoorie, P. H Loacks, ©. T. Briggs, 
H. W. Beers, 8. Minami, J. R. Sloan, J. W. 
Janks, 8. K. A. Sze, and Johns Lotta. 

Per Coromandel, tor Hongkong. from London, 
Mr. and Mrs. Moon, Lieuts. F. M. Riadore and 
A.J. M. Grieve, Meesrs. E. W. Stedman, J. 
Yates. G. H. Martin, J. Bowmaker, 8. J. Webb, 
8. Wild, and 8. H. Uptou; from Bombay. 
Mes-rs. A. T. A. Ebrahim, J. N. Katrak, H. M. 
Willmoft, and A. Gale; from Calcutta, Messrs. 
8. C. Gordon aud J. C. Macdonald: from Singa- 
pore, Lieut. Chandler, Messrs. Bourke, R. 
McGardell, H. C. Cheek, Fuju, P. Roza, snd 
S.C. Halleen: for: Manila, from London, Mrs. 
Penny : for S :anghai, from London, Mrs. L. M. 
Cooper, Messrs, D, L. Pianos and M. O'Niell; 
from Brindisi, Mr.'J. M. Flower; from Singa- 
pore, Engr.-Comdg. Burnett: for Kobe, from 
London, Mr. ‘I. H. Ogg: for Yokohama, from. 
London, Misses V. and C. Mosley; from 
Gibraltar, Mr. A. B. Lemas, 


DEPARTED. 

Per Polynesien, for Saigon, Capt. H. Kret, 
Messrs. G. Naroomal, P. V. Davies, and Alex. 
Lomé; for Colombo; Mrs. Sannders aad daughter, 
Massrs. G. Pasomul and J. K. Doshi; for Mar- 
seilles, Mr. and Mrs, Samson Gumier, Revs. 
Joseph Frain and Charus Bertand, Messrs. 
Antonio Autunes, I. Ledward, R. W. Adamson, 
B. &. Thomas H. F. Oomspton, Lonis Résn, 
Heury C. Hockyn, F. E. Hemermoy, R. F. 
Friedel. Jose France, J. MoAinsh, and Leslie 
A Weeks. : 

Per Australiea, for Shanghai, Mrs. B, Wille 
cocks, Mrs. L. Littledale, Mr. and Mrs. Phillips 
Stanley, Mr. and (Mrs. Raul Quintos, Dr. and 
ore. O. N. Morrison, Mrs. Neville, ‘Mfrs. 
Wiechel, Mrs. Grimbury, Mrs. Empson, Mr. 
and Mrs, Kk. McG@tegor, Mrs. 8. T. Shibbeth, 
Rev. P. Jean Marie Carre, Misses Nightingal, 
Hamilton, Lee, and Gedder, Messrs. Peachey, 
Driscold, Smith, /Moraman, C. F. A. Bird, B. 
Rlumentel. Donéh Kine, Plaksine, Neville, 
Greeves, Rault, Eden. Chalagon, N. Sternberg, 
Festars, Smidt, and Ozecsky; for Kobe, Mr. 
Lefevre. 
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